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The theory of “bootstrapped success” has been on 
my mind lately. Maybe it’s because of the rising 
visibility of individuals who tout it as an American 
opportunity, or maybe because it feels so personal 
to me as someone who has lived the experience of 
escaping the cycle of addiction and poverty. Telling 
those who are affected by poverty or addiction that 
they just need to make better choices and work 
harder is cheap talk when you haven’t been there. 
When an individual is lucky enough to have lived 
in disadvantaged circumstances and found their way 
to success, the bootstrap explanation can become 
a “look at me, I did it” argument that is rife with 
judgment and sadly relies on broad generalizations - 
sacrificing detail, context, and humility in favor of 
hubris and indifference.

By most standards, my professional and 
personal life accomplishments would be considered 

a success story - even without the extreme circumstances surrounding most of my childhood. My annual 
earnings put me in the top 5% of American households as a single woman, I live in a beautiful home and 
drive a nice car, and I vacation several times per year. Though my marriage ended in divorce, I have four 
beautiful children, a wonderful romantic relationship, and enjoy a community of friends and family who are 
loving and supportive. 

I lend my time, treasures and talents to a number of organizations every year - often sharing my story 
publicly. More times than I can count, someone has suggested to me that I should write a book. My immediate 
response is always, “About what? That book has already been written.” With rare exceptions, the rags-to-riches 
story has become a stale trope, with too many autobiographical accounts of a boot-strapped success that 
ignore blatant privilege, dumb luck, and the investment of countless community members and organizations. 
Recently I saw a blog post from a fellow “success story” that listed her life events chronologically, noting which 
ones were the result of her hard work (or boot-strapping) and which were the result of dumb luck. Inspired, I 
thought I’d do the same.

“Bad Luck or Misfortune”
1. The circumstances of my birth dictated a childhood split between multiple stepfathers and extended families, 

without much stability and frequent bouts of food and housing insecurity;
2. As a result of the alcoholism and addiction of my biological mother, multiple stepfathers and with one 

exception, every genetic sibling, I experienced significant trauma, neglect, and abuse from an early age;
3. Due to a lack of education, mental health resources, and the local economy, my family lived below the federal 

poverty line for my entire childhood - and on public assistance for much of it.

From the Editor-in-Chief
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“Good Luck”
1. If genetics play a part in addiction (most medical authorities believe genetics have a role), then I hit the 

lottery because I am the only sibling with one parent without apparent issues with addiction;
2. I was born white and did not suffer prejudice as a result of my race;
3. Multiple extended families meant that I had a number of caring adults who stepped in from time to time 

when my parents were unable to care for me, keeping me from ever being placed in the foster system;
4. Thanks to where we lived and good timing, at the age of four I was enrolled in the federal Head Start 

program which provided me with a safe place to be every day, a warm meal, and teacher who ignited a love 
for learning and reading (books would help me escape the chaos in my home for many years to come);

5. I have no learning disorders or physical disabilities that would interfere with my ability to easily remain 
attentive in class and absorb information;

6. A teacher recommended me for IQ testing that resulted in a special education placement for “gifted” 
students in fourth grade - a program that provided me opportunities to travel on field trips to art and science 
museums, universities, national landmarks, and cultural events;

7. When I was 12, a classmate’s family gave me a summer job and paid me $10 per hour, at a time when 
minimum wage was $3.35, helping me to provide for my younger sister’s needs as well as my own and 
igniting ambition and drive;

8. I had access to schools and teachers who took time to know my circumstances and often stepped in to buy 
(or find resources for) my books, clothes, and school supplies;

“Hard Work & Good Choices”
1. I did not skip class and attended school regularly because I enjoyed it, and it was mostly better than being 

home. (This could also be categorized as luck--see #8 above);
2. I worked every summer and many weekends from the age of 12 because it afforded me a few small luxuries 

like having a phone line when I could afford to pay the bill, (this is also partially luck - see #7 above);
3. I was awkward and shy, and ashamed of my home life, so I did not have much of a social life - which meant 

I wasn’t able to get into too much trouble.

It is impossible to over-emphasize the myriad of lucky breaks that have to align for a poor kid to escape 
the cycles of addiction and poverty and experience success. Here is a hard truth: there are good, bright kids 
throughout central Ohio who have life experiences far more challenging than mine, who are making all the best 
choices and working hard but haven’t yet caught a break. 

Haven’t yet caught a break…helping our readers identify opportunities to be the lucky break for a less 
fortunate member of our community is at the heart of my passion for our annual Charity Register. In these 
pages you will find information about 40+ nonprofits who are meeting a variety of needs creatively and 
consistently, despite challenging circumstances of their own. And you will hear from the philanthropic leaders 
at the Columbus Foundation, where I am proud to hold a donor advised fund for my family. 

Friends, as this year comes to an end, here’s to more opportunities to acknowledge the gifts and blessings that 
have helped each of us to get where we are - and the opportunity to be a gift and a blessing in the lives of others.

Warm wishes,

From the Editor-in-Chief

Amelia Jeffers
Editor in Chief
ajeffers@slmag.net



In an interview on CBS Sunday Morning a few months ago, Bruce Springsteen described his hope for his music 
and concerts to be “building a house of common values and shared narrative.” I think that fairly describes 
a unifying dimension of the hopes of those who run the nonprofit organizations in this impressive giving 
guide, as well as its editors. They are united in the belief that a measure of a life well lived is found in sharing 
whatever you have to give, to whomever you can, to advance humanity. To paraphrase author and journalist 
Liel Leibovitz, the people who make these organizations work are not counting the seconds to midnight—they 
are celebrating the mornings of opportunity, connection, and love that make progress possible.

We hope you will invite the efforts, ambitions, and commitment to 
service found in the short stories of these nonprofit organizations into 
your house, that you consider them, and find a way to celebrate them, 
whether quietly in your hearts or even more vividly through your support. 
They are a mosaic of the community of care that is central Ohio, ever-
expanding in need while also expanding in promise.

For years, I ran the concerts at Blossom Music Center, the summer 
home of The Cleveland Orchestra, during the times when Tom Petty, the 
Doobie Brothers, Earth, Wind & Fire, Talking Heads, Linda Ronstadt, 
John Denver, Jimmy Buffett, and so many others were in their touring 
prime and whom we presented there to sold-out audiences of over 18,000 
fans a night. Years after I left Blossom to work with John Glenn, Dan 

Auerbach of The Black Keys worked at Blossom as a parking lot attendant and had this to say about the 
scene there in those summer concert seasons: “Everybody who went to Blossom was just always so stoked. It 
was obviously something they waited a long time for, spent the money on, it had a festival feel to it, almost 
like somebody going to Disneyland or something. It was a good place to be.”

So, here we are in central Ohio today, a GREAT place to be and becoming something even greater. 
The investments you make in the work of nonprofits—from hospitals to universities, from food banks to 
homeless shelters—strengthen the full fabric of well-being for all in our community. We hope you join us 
in, as we say at The Columbus Foundation, putting your human spirit in motion through charitable giving. 
There are no lines at this Disneyland of giving opportunities that has a giving festival feel to it—just a 
dawning of a better morning for all, if you are stoked to help. 

From The Columbus Foundation

Doug Kridler
President and CEO 
The Columbus Foundation



YOUR TRUSTED PHILANTHROPIC ADVISOR® 
FOR NEARLY 80 YEARS

Philanthropic Planning
Plan and execute a strategy to meet your philanthropic and 
financial goals by taking full advantage of charitable giving 
techniques and vehicles.   

Donor Advised Funds
Simple and effective, Donor Advised Funds are a popular 
giving vehicle for donors who value flexibility and choice.  

Legacy Planning
Prepare to make a lasting, future gift to support the causes 
and organizations that are important to you.

Community Knowledge
The Columbus Foundation supports your charitable efforts 
with personalized service and insight about community needs 
and organizations.

columbusfoundation.org
614/251-4000  |  dsd@columbusfoundation.org 

Philanthropic planning is an important element of managing 
your overall legal and financial goals. As you work through 
tax, legal, and financial strategies, know that The Columbus 
Foundation serves as a world-class, trusted resource. Whether 
you’re interested in increasing your impact, decreasing your 
tax liability, or leaving a lasting legacy, we’re here to help.
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What is charitable planned giving? My shorthand definition is 
that it’s any charitable gift that takes more thought than just 
writing a check, or these days, doing a quick online gift with 
your credit card. 

To put it more formally—it’s charitable giving that takes 
place in the context of a donor’s overall tax, financial, and estate 
planning, and which is also a reflection of the donor’s values.  

 The matter of values does come first. Sometimes a 
discussion of planned giving can get lost in the weeds of tax 
law strategies, and the acronyms—CRATS, CRUTs, CGAs, 
etc.—can become overwhelming. But a donor thinking 
about a planned gift first needs to focus on addressing some 
fundamental personal questions, with answers unique to them. 
These questions include:

What portion of my wealth do I want to devote to myself 
(while I’m living) vs. my loved ones (while I’m alive or after I’m 
gone) vs. charity? 

• What charitable causes do I care about?
• What priority do I want to give amongst those causes?
• Do I want to give big, one-off lump sums to charities, or do 

I want to create a longer-term legacy? There does not need 
to be an all-or-nothing answer to this question. 

 If you think about yourself in relation to these questions, you 
can see how each person’s own special mix of values comes into 
play. The answers are not “cookie-cutter.”

 Here at The Columbus Foundation, we work with donors 
and their professional advisors to explore donors’ values, define 
their plans, create a long-term charitable fund to carry out those 
plans, and develop a document setting forth the future use of 
their charitable fund. So, if you’ve determined that you want to 
engage in planned giving, what assets and techniques can you 
use? During your lifetime, planned gifts might take these forms:

• Cash: this might not just be a matter of writing a check 
or making a credit card gift. If you are over 70 ½, you 
could consider making a tax-favored “qualified charitable 
distribution” from your individual retirement account 
directly to a charity—possibly to establish a charitable fund 
at The Columbus Foundation.    

• Appreciated, publicly traded securities, such as stocks traded 
on an exchange and mutual funds, allowing you not only to 

 
 
 
 
 
obtain a tax deduction but also to avoid paying tax on gains 
in such assets.

• Privately held business interests and real estate. These gifts 
are more complicated but can be very generous.

• Existing life insurance policies that you no longer need for 
their original purpose.    

Now, I’ve always been told not to use the “d” word when 
talking about charitable giving, because it’s unpleasant to talk 
about death. But, as it happens to all of us, it’s important to 
keep in mind. Here are some ways to provide for a planned gift 
after your death:

• Bequests under a will, or a revocable trust that serves as a 
will complement or substitute.

• Naming a charity as a beneficiary of a retirement plan or life 
insurance policy, on a beneficiary designation form. This form 
is often just as, or more, important than one’s will because 
these assets can make up the bulk of many people’s wealth. 

• Brokerage accounts put in “transfer-on-death” format, and 
bank accounts put in “payable on death” format.   

 
Then there are so-called “life income gifts” that can make a 
stream of payments to you and/or someone else for a certain 
period of time, with what’s left going for a charitable purpose, 
including to a charitable fund you create at The Columbus 
Foundation. These techniques include: 

• Charitable remainder annuity trusts and unitrusts.
• Charitable gift annuities.    
 
This is just a brief overview of possibilities in the world of 
planned giving. I’ll end by saying that my colleagues at The 
Columbus Foundation and I are happy to talk to you and/or 
your attorney, accountant, or financial advisor about ways to 
create a planned gift that makes the most sense for you and your 
family’s unique tax and financial lives, and for the charitable 
causes you care about.  

LEGACY 
BUILDING
Mapping Out a Charitable  
Plan for the Future
By J. Bradley Britton, J.D., LL.M
Director of Planned Giving and General Counsel, 
The Columbus Foundation  

Tom and Nancy Lurie



The central Ohio region is filled with innovative, spirited, and 
deeply committed nonprofit organizations that are dedicated to 
elevating our community’s most promising opportunities and 
solving our most pressing challenges. With so many incredible 
organizations working together to build a brighter future for all, 
it can be difficult to know where to focus your charitable giving.
The Columbus Foundation developed The Giving Store as a 
one-stop shop for convenient, effective online charitable giving. 
A dynamic marketplace, visitors to The Giving Store can search 
by keyword or areas of interest, such as social services, housing, 
education, animal welfare, and arts and culture. The Giving 
Store makes it easy for you to find and give directly to area 
nonprofit organizations that serve the causes you care about. 
With more than 1,300 organizations included, it’s easy to find 
organizations that align with your philanthropic interests. 

In addition to giving directly to nonprofit organizations, 
you can also support organizations by contributing to 
Better Together projects. Better Together, The Giving Store’s 
crowdfunding platform, elevates timely needs so that you can 
join with others to support projects that positively impact our 
community, starting at just $20.

Better Together projects are usually presented with a 
specific fundraising goal, and anyone can support projects 
using a credit card, Google Pay, Apple Pay, PayPal, or a Donor 
Advised Fund at The Columbus Foundation. And with no 
credit card fees, 100 percent of your contribution goes directly 
to the nonprofit organization.

One uplifting example of a Better Together project was 
organized by Bridgeway Academy, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to inspiring the potential and celebrating the ability 

of every child. Serving children with autism and developmental 
disabilities, Bridgeway Academy moved to a new facility in 
2021, enabling them to better serve students with mobility 
challenges. After moving into the new facility, the Bridgeway 
Academy team soon recognized the need for playground 
equipment that was accessible to all students. 

Working with The Columbus Foundation, Bridgeway 
Academy developed its Better Together project—Play Their 
Way—to raise funds to purchase an accessible swing for the 
playground. Thanks to the generosity of the community, 
Bridgeway Academy successfully raised the $8,500 needed 
to purchase the accessible swing through the Better Together 
project. The swing was installed by volunteers in the spring of 
2022, and the response from students and families has been 
overwhelmingly positive.

"Our students access the swing nearly every day. Swinging 
with their peers encourages inclusivity and a sense of belonging,” 
said Erin Nealy, Co-Founder and Co-Executive Director at 
Bridgeway Academy. “The response to our project truly was 
outstanding.”

The Columbus Foundation invites you to explore The 
Giving Store to support nonprofit organizations and Better 
Together projects that speak to your passions while being 
part of what makes our region great: our connected, caring 
community! To learn more, visit columbusfoundation.org/
the-giving-store. 
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LEGACY 
BUILDING

A ONE-STOP SHOP FOR EASY, 
EFFECTIVE PHILANTHROPY
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Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser
Dan DeLawder

The Columbus Foundation Outstanding Philanthropist
Dr. Gay Su Pinnell

Outstanding Foundation
The Barbara and Bill Bonner Family Foundation

Outstanding Volunteer Fundraising Group
Athens Community Leadership Council Planned Parenthood of Greater 

Ohio

Outstanding Small Corporation
HOMAGE

Outstanding Large Corporation
Columbia Gas

Outstanding Fundraising Professional
Emily Campbell, MBA, CFRE

Big Lots! Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy
Santino Carnevale

The Charitable Gift Planners of Central Ohio Leave a Legacy
Rohini Desai Mulchandani, PhD

THANK YOU to Sophisticated Living magazine for highlighting
the role of philanthropy in bettering our community.

By highlighting the important partnership between nonprofits and 
philanthropists, you are elevating our community and the impact we 

can make together.

The Central Ohio Association for Fundraising Professionals (AFP) 
applauds your efforts and is proud to be a partner. We would like to 

recognize our 2022 National Philanthropy Day Honorees.



Thank you to our generous sponsors
for celebrating with us!

Award and Naming Sponsors
Big Lots Foundation

The Columbus Foundation

Leadership Sponsors
Columbus Metropolitan Library 

OhioHealth
PNC

Celebration Sponsors
American Red Cross

Benefactor Group
Cardinal Health

Columbus Zoo & Aquarium
Cramer & Associates

The Hodge Group
Licking Memorial Health System

Mollard Consulting
United Way of Central Ohio

Media Sponsor
Sophisticated Living

Table Sponsors 
Charitable Gift Planners of Central Ohio

Columbia Gas
Columbus Academy

Columbus Symphony
COSI

COTC/OSU Newark
Goettler Associates
I Am Boundless, Inc.

Nationwide Children’s Hospital
Park National Bank

The Ohio State University Alumni Association
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Who We Are: For nearly 30 years, Adaptive Sports Connection 
has been using the power of sports to push what’s possible for 
Veteran, children, and adults with diversabilities. Our mission 
is to break through limitations with adaptive innovation, 
ensuring people of all abilities the health benefits, freedom, and 
sense of belonging from recreation and outdoor experiences.

We operate out of our Adventure Center located along 
the Scioto River, as well as Mad River Mountain Ski Resort, 
Snow Trails Ski Resort’ Glacier Ridge Metro Park, and Alum 
Creek. We also take our trailers with cycles and kayaks on the 
road to where people live, work, and play. 

What We Do: We snow ski, water ski, kayak, cycle, sail and, 
mountain bike with adaptive equipment designed to match a 
person’s ability – building skills, self-esteem, and independence. 
We also provide adaptive bikes to children throughout Ohio. 

We are currently embarking on a $15 million Power of 
Ability Initiative championed by Pete and Chris Edwards. This 
statewide initiative includes: 
• A one-of-a-kind Adventure and Wellness Lodge on the 

Scioto River. 
• Operating and Program Expansion especially for Veterans 

and children – we are growing 20% each year. 
• Our social enterprise – Get Out Adventures offering 

inclusive outdoor experiences for everyone and designed 
to sustain and support our more intensive adaptive 
programming. 

Why We’re Important: We are all adaptive. An accident 
changes your life in an instant. A stroke changes how you move. 
A life transition knocks you off your feet. We all need to adapt 
at some point in our lives.

Whether learning to discover a new normal after a recent 
diagnosis or overcoming lifelong challenges, the opportunity 
to get outdoors and get moving brings strength, resolve, and a 
deep-seated resilience. 

One in four adults and one in 20 children have either a 
physical or cognitive disability. Adaptive sports and outdoor 
therapeutic recreation is proven to improving overall physical 
health, mental health, and instilling hope. We give family 

members an opportunity to enjoy outdoor experiences together 
by removing the barriers to participating and being active. 

How We Impact the Community: Adaptive Sports Connection 
has a tremendous impact in the community serving thousands of 
Veterans, children, and adults with disabilities. We are dedicated 
to advancing diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility for all 
who want to enjoy sports and all its benefits. 

We impact not only those with diversabilities, but also 
their families, friends, and communities. We also see impact 
in the health and wellbeing of our 540 volunteers. Adaptive 
Sports Connection partners with hospitals, schools, VA clinics, 
and companies.

How You Can Help:
• Volunteer – we have all types of volunteer  

opportunities including snow skiing, water skiing,  
kayaking, sailing, mountain biking and cycling  
(training provided), events, marketing, outreach,  
and more. 

• Sponsorships – sponsor an event, a program, a veteran,  
a child, an adaptive bike, a piece of equipment. 

• Donate to our Power of Ability Initiative. 
• Buy a membership to Get Out Adventures, offering 

inclusive outdoor experiences for all. Membership includes 
kayaking, snow skiing, hiking, discounts to REI and Aspen 
Ski and Board. Go to getoutadventures.us. 

Adaptive Sports Connection
6000 Harriott Drive Powell, Ohio  
614-389-3921
www.adaptivesportsconnection.org
www.facebook.com/adaptivesportsconnection
www.linkedin.com/company/16219827/admin

President and CEO: Sharon Bucey
Email: sharon@adaptivesportsconnection.org 

Power of Ability Initiative Campaign Chairs: 
Pete and Chris Edwards 

ADAPTIVE SPORTS 
CONNECTION
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Who We Are: Alvis provides evidence-informed services to 
meet the complex challenges of the vulnerable and underserved, 
including treatment for special populations, such as women who 
are working to overcome being trafficked and individuals with 
developmental disabilities (DD). Our individualized, holistic 
programs help each client to maximize their potential. Last year, 
Alvis provided:
• Residential reentry services to 2,705 clients; 
• Workforce development to 3,848 individuals; 
• Behavioral healthcare treatment to 829 patients; 
• Comprehensive services to 67 individuals with DD;  
• Parenting and family support to 222 adults; and 
• 580 children with education, treatment and  

prevention services.  

Alvis’ 180 degree impact changes individuals, families, businesses 
and communities. 

What We Do: We give people entrusted to our care with the 
support and tools they need to turn their lives around.
• Alvis helps individuals with justice involvement successfully 

return to our community.  
• Alvis provides treatment for addiction, trauma and mental 

health disorders, so individuals can live healthy, productive lives.  
• Alvis provides job readiness and vocational skills training 

that leads to living wage jobs.  
• Alvis creates families and homes for individuals with DD 

who may have previously only known institutions.  
• Alvis ensures children whose parents were justice involved 

and/or battled addiction have educational support, 
individualized counselling, and prevention services to end 
devastating intergenerational cycles.  

Why We’re Important: Alvis sees people who need treatment to 
turn their lives around, not as problems for someone else to fix. 
Alvis is part of the solution for America’s:  
• 8.7 million children who live with at least one parent with 

a substance use disorder and more than 7 million children 
with a parent with justice involvement. 

• Nearly 1 in 3 adults with a criminal record that creates life-
long barriers to employment and housing. 

• Annual loss of more $740 billion in workplace productivity, 
healthcare expenses, etc. from  
substance abuse.  

• More 665,000 individuals with DD who are on a waiting list 
for community care.  

How We Impact the Community: Alvis helps our community to 
be safer and stronger today and for future generations:  
• 79% of the clients who completed our residential reentry 

program did not return to the criminal justice system 
(measured three years after program completion), compared 
to the national average of about 50%. 

• Last year, Alvis clients earned more than $2.4 million. They 
are contributing to the economy by paying taxes, housing 
expenses, child care, etc.

• Alvis clients completed nearly 16,000 hours of community 
service and volunteer work. They assist area food banks, help 
to maintain the VA Medical Center in Chillicothe, complete 
neighborhood clean-ups, sort clothing donations, and more.

How You Can Help 
• Make a financial investment (one-time or recurring)  

in turning lives around. 
• Advocate to reduce the stigma around substance abuse and 

mental health disorders and justice involvement.
• Consider an endowment or a legacy gift that will turn lives 

around for years to come.
• Believe a person’s potential is more important than their 

past and become an agent of change by hiring, housing, and 
helping our clients. 

• Invest your time in turning lives around and volunteer! 
(Groups and individuals welcome. Contact us at 
volunteer@alvis180.org) 

• Individual and corporate sponsorships available  
at our signature events: Evening of Light and Portraits  
of Recovery. 

Alvis, Inc.
2100 Stella Court, Columbus, Ohio 43215
614-252-8402
www.alvis180.org
Direct link for donations:  www.alvis180.org/donate
Social Media: @180degreeimpact, Facebook, Twitter, 
LinkedIn, Instagram & YouTube

President and CEO: Denise M. Robinson
Email: alvis@alvis180.org

Vice President of Advancement: Tracy Kirby, 
Email: Tracy.Kirby@alvis180.org

Board Chair:  Hon. Michael Watson

ALVIS, INC.
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Who We Are: Providing family-style residential care for 
orphaned children at high risk of sexual and economic 
exploitation in Cambodia, Thailand and India.

What We Do: Asia’s Hope provides healthcare, education, 
and extensive resources to orphaned children in a family-
style environment. All Asia’s Hope homes are led by 
indigenous “parents” to keep the children immersed in 
their native culture.

Why We’re Important: Asia’s Hope works to provide a 
healthy, child-centered alternative to institutional orphan 
care. We believe that our model can be adapted, improved 
and implemented around the world — any place where there 
are orphaned children who cannot be safely reunited with 
their biological relatives.

How We Impact  the Communit y :  The expe cte d 
educational outcomes for Asia’s Hope kids far exceed those 
of the general population, including kids not orphaned or 
abandoned. In Cambodia, for instance, fewer than 15% 

of college-age adults have graduated grade 12, but 90% 
of Asia’s Hope Cambodia kids are on track to graduate 
high school. And nearly all of our high school graduates 
qualify for university admission. We see similar outcomes 
in Thailand and India as well. Today, more than 120 Asia’s 
Hope students are attending university, and are poised 
to take positions of leadership in business, academia, 
government and the arts.

How You Can Help: You can donate monetarily or you can 
contact us if you’re interested in leading your church, business 
or family into a partnership to sponsor homes, college 
scholarships, schools or student centers.

Asia’s Hope
296 W 4th Ave Columbus OH 43201
614.285.5813
Direct link for donations: asiashope.org/crimsongivesback

Executive Director: John McCollum
Email: john@asiashope.org

ASIA’S HOPE

Underwritten by 



INSPIRE 
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Who We Are: BalletMet is an innovator of dance, embraced 
by our community and beyond. We serve Central Ohio as 
a cultural and educational resource by engaging the best 
and brightest dancers and choreographers to live and work 
in Columbus, attracting audiences to Central Ohio, and 
educating the next generation of dancers, audiences and 
supporters. With $7.6M annual operations, BalletMet is one 
of the nation’s 20 largest ballet companies, and our Dance 
Academy is among the largest affiliated with a professional 
U.S. dance company.

What We Do: Last year, BalletMet served over 47,000 
community members and students. 40,000 audience 
members attended 37 performances in Columbus. Dance For 
All education and community engagement programs reach 
7,000 dance students, school students, and life-long learners – 
many from underserved and special needs populations within 
our community. Our Dance Academy enrolls 800+ students 
in weekly classes throughout the school year, a Summer 
Intensive, and recreational classes, camps and workshops. 
BalletMet teaching artists deliver sequential Dance-in-
Schools programs that align with Ohio Department of 
Education standards in 70 classrooms.

Why We’re Important: As a best-in-class Ohio performing 
arts organization, BalletMet exemplifies artistic excellence. 
We attract and retain exceptionally talented dancers by 
offering full-time employment within a state-of-the-art 
facility. We create exciting dance by engaging the world’s 
leading choreographers to set new work on BalletMet 
dancers. We initiate collaborations with noted artists, 
companies and designers, sharing production costs to 
create(Is this still true?) innovative new works that can reach 
broad audiences. We build unique audience engagement 
methods to take dance outside of traditional venues and 
enthuse new individuals who attend our performances.

How We Impact the Community : BalletMet is an 
anchor in the Columbus cultural community, providing 
unmatched dance experiences and elevating the quality 
of life for Central Ohio audiences. BalletMet prioritizes 
diversity, equity, and inclusion in our programming, and we 
are committed to producing new work by choreographers 
traditionally underrepresented in classical ballet. BalletMet’s 

professional company and Academy students regularly 
perform at community events, bringing dance outside 
of traditional venues that can be seen as less accessible. 
BalletMet seeks to create enchanting arts experiences for 
our entire community, particularly for those traditionally 
underserved by ballet companies. 

BalletMet aggressively seeks new places for “unexpected 
art” – taking dance out of traditional venues and creating 
intriguing experiences that leave individuals wanting to 
know more. We break barriers to the arts by providing free or 
discounted performance tickets – and the joy and inspiration 
of the arts – with thousands of non-traditional audiences 
that do not have the resources to attend. Our education 
programs in schools integrate movement-based learning 
with traditional teaching methods to help improve students’ 
cognition, behavior and academic skills.

How You Can Help: BalletMet believes the arts serve a 
critical human need for self-expression and quality of life. To 
contribute to the arts in our communities BalletMet relies 
on donors, volunteers and advocates like you. We invite 
you to help us continue to bring the best dance experiences 
to Central Ohio, year after year. We welcome gifts at all 
levels from individuals, corporations, and foundations. We 
also welcome special events partners with our corporate 
community. We always treasure our volunteers and social 
media followers that help us by contributing time, talent 
and spreading the word!

BalletMet
322 Mount Vernon Avenue, Columbus, OH 43215
 614.229.4860
Website: www.balletmet.org
Direct link for donations: bit.ly/3SXLEQ6
Social Media: facebook.com/balletmet, 
instagram/balletmet, twitter/balletmet

Executive Director: Sue Porter
Email: sporter@balletmet.org

Development Director: Stephanie McManus
Email: smcmanus@balletmet.org

Board Chair: Herb Bresler

BalletMet
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Who We Are: Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Ohio 
(BGCCO) provides comprehensive youth development 
programming and guidance to kids and teens both after 
school and during the summer. With nine Clubs located 
across three counties, BGCCO creates a safe, positive, 
and inclusive environment for more than 4,000 young 
people every year, giving them the opportunity to be heard, 
lead and build meaningful connections. In addition to 
outcomes-driven programming, Club members receive 
nutritious meals, recreation, friendship and mentorship, 
and a place to call home and belong.

What We Do:  BGCCO’s mission is to enable young 
people to reach their full potential so they can graduate 
on time with a plan for the future. We provide year-round, 
high quality youth development programming for kids 
ages 5 – 18 years, as well as safe spaces to learn and grow 
academically, socially, and emotionally. Our Formula for 
Impact focuses on achieving success in four core impact 
areas:  Academic Success, Healthy Lifestyles, Character 
& Leadership, and Socio-Emotional Health. Using a 
coordinated and longitudinal approach, BGCCO engages 
young people early and often so that they can be successful 
in whatever path they choose.

Why We’re Important:  A child’s future should not be 
dictated by an address, a school district, or a skin color. 
BGCCO exists to help the kids we serve overcome the 
systemic inequities that threaten their long-term success. 
Club kids of every race, ethnicity, gender expression, 
sexual orientation, ability, socioeconomic status and 
religion are accepted, acknowledged and supported. Our 
professional staff teach and show Club kids that they are 
valued, that they matter, and that they are more than their 
circumstances. Over half of Club alumni say that the Club 
experience saved their lives.

How We Impact the Community: Our Clubs are found in 
Central Ohio’s most vulnerable communities. Residents in 
these neighborhoods face great challenges which include 
poverty, high crime rates, vacant housing , and other 
barriers to educational and career attainment. BGCCO 
helps eliminate obstacles and provides resources so that 
kids can thrive. Proven programming, safe spaces, and 
caring staff result in Club members reporting that they 
are more likely to graduate, to help those in need, and to 
participate in physical activity when compared nationally 
to their peers.  

How You Can Help: BGCCO is committed to removing 
barriers and ensuring all youth have the opportunity to reach 
their full potential. Though it costs the organization an 
estimated $25 per child per day for the unlimited resources 
that the Club offers, families pay just 50 cents. Because 
membership fees contribute less than 1% of Club revenue, 
our ability to reach the kids who need us depends heavily on 
support from generous individual and corporate community 
donors. For those who wish to volunteer their time, BGCCO 
offers two volunteer opportunities throughout the year.  For 
more information on volunteering, contact Addie Natalie at 
anatalie@bgccentralohio.org.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Ohio (BGCCO)
1000 Cleveland Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43201
www.bgccentralohio.org
Donation Link:  www.bgccentralohio.org/d1
Facebook:  @bgccentralohio
Instagram:  @bgccentralohio
Twitter:  @BGCCentralOhio
Linked In:  Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Ohio

Chief Executive Officer:  Doug Wolf
Board Chair:  Johnathan Northup, Huntington

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS 
OF CENTRAL OHIO (BGCCO)
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Who We Are: Buddy Up for Life, Inc. improves the lives 
of individuals with Down Syndrome in 12 states and 25 
cities by providing a best-in-class, structured, and fun 
environment where they can grow physically, socially, 
emotionally, and intellectually. We also impact their lives 
by cultivating independence by promoting a healthy 
lifestyle and fostering meaningful relationships through our 
uniquely designed programs.

What We Do: We began to impact the lives of individuals 
with Down Syndrome in Columbus, Ohio in 2008 when 
our founder’s son was three years-old and wanted to play 
tennis like his brother. That moment was the catalyst for our 
methodical expansion over the past 15 years in Columbus 
and nationwide. We are nationally recognized as the leader 
in impacting the lives of individuals with Down Syndrome. 
Our programs include Tennis, Fitness, Summer Camp, Life 
Skills, Independent Living, Friendship Connections, and 
Virtual Zumba. Within each of our programs, participants 
are partnered with a volunteer buddy volunteer to maximize 
their experience.

Why We are Important: We change the expectations and 
lives of everyone connected to our programs. We are the 
only organizations in the country that provides best-in-class 
programming on a weekly basis in a variety of disciplines. 
By way of example, our Life Skills programs in Columbus 
are specifically designed to educate individuals with 
Down Syndrome to live independently through practical 
educational content in areas such as communications, 
cooking, and finance. We also offer many other programs 
almost every day of the week. Because we provide our 
programs on a recurring basis, there is a greater chance for 
skill retention and advanced secondary programs. 

How We Impact the Community: We embrace what it 
means to live with Down Syndrome. Through the support, 
encouragement, and peer-to-peer engagement provided 

by our community partners and corporations, teachers, 
buddy volunteers, and families, we help our participants 
create and learn to live a life that redefines expectations 
and breaks traditional boundaries. The benefits from our 
programs carry over into the community by way of our 
participant’s social circles, achievements at school and work, 
and family life. Our buddy volunteers come from all over 
the community, including local businesses, high school 
students, teachers, college clubs and sports teams.

How You Can Help:
• Volunteer to join us. Visit our website  

at www.buddyupforlife.org to see the  
weekly opportunities.

• Attend our magical annual benefit Gala on  
February 25, 2023, at Kemba Live for an extraordinary 
evening of dinner, dancing, silent auction, and  
mingling with our program participants.

• Pick your favorite stick: grab your tennis racquet, 
pickleball paddle or golf club to participate in our  
annual Swing for Success fundraising event at the  
New Albany Country Club on June 19, 2023. 

• Support our mission by donating to our  
programs and efforts.

• Follow us on social media and share with your friends.

Buddy Up for Life, Inc.
8000 Walton Parkway, Suite 208, New Albany, OH 43054
614-579-8808
buddyupforlife.org
Website for Donations: buddyupforlife.org/make-a-donation
Facebook: BuddyUpforLife
Instagram: BuddyUpforLife
Twitter: @BuddyUpforLife
Linkedin: Buddy Up for Life, Inc.

Executive Director: Beth Gibson
Email: Beth@buforlife.org

BUDDY UP FOR LIFE, INC.
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Who We Are: Central Ohio Youth for Christ (COYFC) is 
a locally governed affiliate of the National Youth for Christ 
organization. We opened our office in 1981, and have been 
serving youth in Franklin and the surrounding counties of 
Central Ohio ever since. Our staff and volunteers reach out to 
teens and their families to help them navigate the challenges 
they face in our ever-changing world, regardless of their socio-
economic background, race, religion or gender.

What We Do: COYFC is passionate about serving young 
people and their families, especially those who struggle 
with poverty and other societal issues. Our holistic ministry 
approach reinforces the need for education, healthy 
relationships and giving back to the community. Our staff 
and volunteers engage the teens in mentoring, teen parents’ 
education, homework help, job-skills training, leadership 
training, professional counseling, club meetings, retreats, case 
management services and community service opportunities.

Why We’re Important: The vast majority of our youth are 
impacted by a myriad of negative influences: substance 
abuse; single-parent (or no parent homes); poverty; drop 
out, etc. These youth lead very chaotic lives, and have little 
if any committed input from trusted family or friends. They 
often crave acceptance, encouragement and guidance. Our 
staff and volunteers build relationships with these young 
people and provide positive adult role models who offer 
unconditional acceptance while helping to equip them to 
make healthy and productive life choices. 

How We Impact the Community: Our goal is to help a 
young person thrive to the point that they can and do give 

back to others. We have a sizable group of young adults who 
have aged out of our program (18 and older) but who invest 
in the younger teens by mentoring them. The younger youth 
respond very well to these student leaders because they have 
“walked in their shoes” and made positive choices despite 
the pitfalls so common to our youth. This is the beginning 
of real community change. 

How You Can Help:
• Pray – Our ministry staff send regular updates  

on their work on how you can help support 
 them through prayer.

• Volunteer–We need the help of the community  
to work with these young people. Volunteering  
can take many forms – tutoring, teaching,  
homework help, classes, mentoring, provide meals, etc.

• Give –Financially supporting the mission is always a 
needed and greatly appreciated sacrifice.

Central Ohio Youth for Christ
5000 Arlington Centre Blvd., Columbus, OH 43220
614.848.4870
www.coyfc.org
facebook: yfccentral ohio

Executive Director: Scott Arnold
Email: sarnold@coyfc.org

Development Director: Vicky Thompson 
Email: vthompson@coyfc.org

Board Chair: Mrs. Cindy Kratzer

CENTRAL OHIO 
YOUTH FOR CHRIST (COYFC) 

Central OhiO
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Who We Are Founded in 1970, Children’s Hunger Alliance 
is a statewide organization dedicated to ending childhood 
hunger. Simply put, our mission is to provide healthy meals 
to hungry children, advocate for the welfare of Ohio’s 
youngest citizens and teach nutrition education to those 
we serve. Children’s Hunger Alliance has a team of 50 
professionals throughout the state who are passionate about 
helping kids in all of Ohio’s 88 counties.

What We Do: We partner with organizations throughout 
Ohio to provide nutritious meals to at-risk children 
who need them most. We work with in-home childcare 
providers, childcare centers, afterschool and summer 
programs, provide weekend meals, and work with schools to 
increase breakfast participation.

We serve as sponsors of the USDA Child and Adult 
Care Food Program and the Summer Food Ser vice 
Program. These programs are administered in early 
childcare settings as well as afterschool and summer sites to 
provide children with food.

Why We're Important: Over 400,000 children across 
Ohio live in food insecure households. That means 1 in 5 
children are unsure of their next meal. The work we do at 
Children’s Hunger Alliance is to provide one of the most 
basic needs – food – to our youngest and most vulnerable 
citizens. Having consistent access to food gives children the 
best opportunity to do well in school, become productive 
adults and break the cycle of poverty. Our work is vital to 
the children in Ohio that simply do not have enough food 
to sustain a healthy life.

How We Impact The Communit y :  Throug h our 
partnerships, we help Ohio’s children receive healthy 
meals. Children’s Hunger Alliance assists In-Home 

Childcare Providers and Childcare Centers ser ve 
more nutritious food, and create healthier child care 
environments. While many food insecure children receive 
free or reduced-priced meals at school, they often go 
without healthy meals when school is out. Afterschool and 
Summer programs are one of the most effective strategies 
for reaching children with nutritious food, as meals are 
delivered to sites where children already congregate. 
Along with this, our weekend meal boxes also help fill the 
meal gap many children experience.

How You Can Help: Ohio’s children struggling with food 
insecurity rely on the generosity of community members 
to help us provide them with the healthy meals they need. 
Consider donating your time, talent or financial gifts to help 
us feed at-risk youth in your community and throughout 
Ohio. Please make a tax-deductible donation by visiting 
childrenshungeralliance.org/givemeals. We also rely on 
volunteers to help us pack weekend meals, to learn more, 
visit childrenshungeralliance.org/volunteer.

Children’s Hunger Alliance Address: 
1105 Schrock Road, Suite 505, Columbus, OH 43229
614.341.7700
www.childrenshungeralliance.org 
Facebook - @CHAOhio
Instagram - @childrenshungeralliance
LinkedIn - @chaohio
Twitter - @CHAOhio
4kids@childrenshungeralliance.org
development@childrenshungeralliance.org

President & CEO: Judy Mobley
Vice President, Development: Cindi Marshall
Board Chair: John Kompa, Hexion

CHILDREN’S HUNGER ALLIANCE 
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Who We Are: City Year Columbus is an education-focused 
nonprofit organization that partners with public schools to 
help keep students in school and on track to graduate. City 
Year AmeriCorps members commit to a year of full- time 
service in schools, where they work as tutors, mentors, and 
role models. Unlike part-time programs, City Year is woven 
into the fabric of the school, and AmeriCorps members 
respond in real- time to student academic and social-
emotional needs to provide holistic services from bell to bell.

What We Do: City Year’s unique and researched-based 
program, Whole School Whole Child (WSWC) allows 
City Year to effectively integrate academic support with 
social-emotional mentorship, placing authentic relationship 
building at the center of learning. City Year AmeriCorps 
members play an integral role in the facilitation of the 
(WSWC) program by providing much-needed support to 
identified students across six Columbus City School (CCS) 
buildings. This includes offering individualized, data-driven 
interventions that students need to graduate and make 
social and economic progress.

Why We’re Important: As Columbus City Schools students 
return for the 2022-2023 school year for traditional 
in-person instruction, City Year Columbus is intentionally 
focused on rebuilding relationships and promoting a 
sense of belonging and joy at school, offering personalized 
academic supports,  social-emotional mentorship, 
enrichment opportunities, and leveraging trauma-sensitive 
supports with students. AmeriCorps members play an 
integral role as full-time mentors, offering individualized, 
culturally relevant, and data-driven interventions that place 
authentic relationship building at the center of learning and 
help to advance student outcomes.

How We Impact the Community: City Year Columbus 
partners with Columbus City School District to serve all 

day, every day throughout the school year to ensure students 
receive the support they need in and out of the classroom. 
City Year collaborates with school administrators and 
teachers to deliver academic interventions embedded with 
social emotional supports that enhance the educational 
experience for all students. 

Our mission is to ensure that every student, especially 
those who face systemic inequities, has access to the 
resources and support they need to graduate from high 
school ready to enter college, join the workforce, and 
become leaders in Central Ohio.

How You Can Help: At City Year, we believe in the power 
of young people. For nearly 30 years we have partnered with 
you, AmeriCorps members and Columbus City Schools, to 
make positive change happen for our youth.

Whether you support our students and corps through 
mentoring, supplies, or financially, your gifts mean the 
world to our team. For every dollar donated we can leverage 
nearly three dollars of support.

City Year Columbus
350 E 1st Ave #250, Columbus, OH 43201
614.586.4520
www.cityyear.org/columbus/
Direct link for donations: bit.ly/CYColumbus
Instagram @cityyearcbus, Twitter @cityyearcbus, 
Facebook @cityyear, and LinkedIn @cityyearcolumbus

Executive Director: Adero Robinson 
Email: arobinson@cityyear.org

Managing Director of Development: Tiffany Priest 
Email: tiffany.priest@cityyear.org

Board Chair: Synettra Coleman, VP, Business 
Development Manager, JPMorgan Chase

CITY YEAR COLUMBUS
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Who We Are: Columbus Academy’s core mission is 
to develop the mind, body and character of our 1,168 
students from the 3-Year-Old Explorers program through 
Grade 12.  Our dynamic faculty members and students 
benefit from our 231-acre campus that serves as a living 
classroom, where learning happens everywhere.       

What We Do: Academy’s tradition of excellence in 
education begins with our faculty.  Our teachers are experts 
in their fields.  They design a curriculum that challenges 
and excites students, aligns with best practices in teaching, 
and prepares Academy’s students to compete for college 
entrance at a national level with students from the best 
schools in the country.  As advisors, mentors and coaches, 
our faculty members care deeply about their students and 
nurture character formation through a healthy balance 
of determination and play, implementation of cultural 
competencies and sustained service. 

Why We’re Important: Columbus Academy is a vital 
resource for families in our community who are seeking a 
school that rivals the best of its kind in the country.  Our 
diverse and welcoming school develops the intellects of 
its students and nurtures their competitive spirits in a 
caring, respectful environment.  We seek to inspire in our 
students a love of lifelong learning, the motivation to act 
in service to others, and the moral courage necessary to 
do what is right.

How We Impact the Community: Academy has graduated 
109 classes of students who have experienced a depth and 
breadth of education that few other schools can match.  

Our highly sought-after graduates have matriculated to 
colleges and universities across the country prepared to 
pursue their dreams—wherever their passions might take 
them.  Half of all Academy alumni currently live and 
work in Central Ohio, many among the ranks of business 
and community leaders, contributing to the health and 
vibrancy of our entire community. 

How You Can Help: Columbus Academy is seeking 
partnerships with individuals, local businesses and 
nonprofit organizations as well as education and research 
institutions to enrich our curricular programs.  We believe 
student learning is enhanced through internships, service 
learning, and design challenges that encourage students to 
solve real-world problems, collaborate with professionals, 
and serve our neighbors and community.         

Columbus Academy
4300 Cherry Bottom Rd., Gahanna, OH  43230
614.475.2311
columbusacademy.org   
www.youtube.com/user/columbusacademy
instagram.com/columbusacademy
twitter.com/ColumbusAcademy

Executive Director: Melissa Soderberg, Head of School

Development Director: Erich Hunker ’81, Assistant Head 
of School, Development/External Relations
Email: hunkere@columbusacademy.org

Board Chair: Sandy Doyle-Ahern

COLUMBUS ACADEMY
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Who We Are: Andrew Carnegie’s vision of a public library 
in every community and his subsequent generosity led to 
the creation of Columbus Metropolitan Library in 1873. 
Since then, CML has grown to include downtown’s Main 
Library, 22 additional branch locations in Franklin County, 
and outreach programs for people of all ages throughout the 
community. In 1990, the Columbus Metropolitan Library 
Foundation was established to provide a way for friends and 
partners to support the library’s immediate needs and long-
range plans through philanthropy.

What We Do: Columbus Metropolitan Library strives 
to create a thriving community where wisdom prevails by 
inspiring reading, sharing resources and connecting people. 
To achieve this vision, the library provides programming in 
three core areas:
• Young Minds: addresses critical educational needs of 

youth and teens, including kindergarten readiness, third 
grade reading proficiency, pandemic learning loss, and 
high school graduation

• My Library: ensures the library’s growing physical 
and digital spaces meet changing customer needs and 
expectations

• Life Skills: offers tools and resources for adults to reach 
their full potential, including access to social services and 
digital literacy initiatives

Why We’re Important: Columbus Metropolitan Library 
provides vital services for everyone in the central Ohio 
community at no charge. From early literacy and homework 
help to social services and digital equity, the library is a 
safe space for anyone looking to read, learn, gather, and 
build skills for a successful future. As we grapple with 
significant pandemic-fueled learning loss and a tight labor 
market, the need for library services has never been greater. 
Generous donations to the Columbus Metropolitan 
Library Foundation ensure funding is available for the new 
innovations and program expansion necessary to meet the 
ever-changing needs of our community.

How We Impact the Community: A library is democracy’s 
best-kept promise that knowledge and information will 
be accessible to all. In 2021, CML circulated 11.3 million 
books, welcomed 2.2 million visitors, and engaged 580,000 
cardholders. This included 23,000 school help visits, virtual 

Ready for Kindergarten classes reaching 600 preschoolers, 
and a Summer Reading Challenge for 22,000 kids, teens, 
and adults. We also made 9,600 connections to resources 
for jobseekers. In addition to Main Library and 22 branch 
locations, CML served 10 public school districts, shared 
books and materials with 17 Central Ohio library systems, 
and delivered 61,000 books to 400 classrooms through 
School Delivery.

How You Can Help: There are many ways you can help 
sustain and expand the library’s impact in the community. 
These include:
• supporting our Annual Fund, especially  

on Library Giving Day
• ensuring the library’s future by including  

us as a beneficiary in your estate plans
• directing corporate grants and sponsorships  

to the library
• creating a fundraiser to celebrate a meaningful  

moment in your life
• offering in-kind goods and services
• attending the Sesquicentennial Book Festival  

and other events
• joining Friends of the Library and advocating 

for library services
• shopping at the Library Store and enjoying coffee  

at library cafés
• volunteering – teens welcome!

Columbus Metropolitan Library Foundation
96 South Grant Avenue, Columbus, OH 43215
614.849.1051
columbuslibrary.org/foundation
Direct link for donations: columbuslibrary.org/donate
facebook.com/columbuslibrary
twitter.com/columbuslibrary
instagram.com/columbuslibrary

Executive Director: Patrick Losinski
Email: plosinski@columbuslibrary.org

Development Director: Rachel Heine
Email: rheine@columbuslibrary.org

Board Chair: Charles Fraas

COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN 
LIBRARY FOUNDATION
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Who We Are: The mission of the Columbus Museum of 
Art (CMA) is to intentionally set the stage to experience 
art, ideas and relationships that spark creativity and nurture 
collective, courageous imagination. We envision a more 
beautiful, humane and equitable world where individuals 
can develop their innate capacity for creativity through 
wonder, curiosity, questioning, shifting perspectives and 
thinking critically. 

What We Do: The 21st century depends on creative 
thinkers who develop ideas for the betterment of the 
world. We value the role that creative thinkers, in particular 
artists, play in society and we create exhibitions, events, 
and programs that nurture citizens to think like artists. 
In addition to CMA’s outstanding 19th-21st century 
collections and awe-inspiring special exhibitions, other 
initiatives include Open Studio, Art Book Club, Wonder 
School, Art for Wellbeing, and  Wednesdays@2. 

Why We're Important: The challenges of our time demand 
creative ways of thinking and doing in our schools, businesses, 
government, community, and world. CMA designs 
experiences to provoke dialogue, promote collaboration, 
and encourage risk-taking. We are committed to being an 
open, inclusive, accessible museum that engages different 
perspectives and voices through programs and initiatives like 
our Loud & Proud LBGTQ+ and Allied membership, the 
Aminah Brenda Lynn Robinson Fellowship & Residency 
Program and our Free Sundays initiative. In an increasingly 
complex world, art embodies our shared humanity. Museums 
are vital, because they make space for individual reflection 
and human connection, while recording our collective 
histories, cultures, accomplishments and dreams.

How We Impact the Community: The Columbus Museum 
of Art is a living, breathing partner with local organizations 
and neighborhoods throughout the greater Columbus area. 

CMA strives to be a relevant and meaningful institution 
that has a measurable impact on the community it serves. 
The 2015 opening of the Walter Wing dramatically 
deepened our capacity to serve in ways that are meaningful 
in the 21st century. CMA’s exhibitions and programs 
support a connected and thriving Columbus where people 
feel a part of something bigger than themselves. Cultural 
entities like CMA and Pizzuti Collection of CMA help our 
city articulate its identity and vitality. CMA continually 
strives to recognize the needs of our community while 
celebrating the diversity of our people and our city.

How You Can Help: Columbus Museum of Art was built 
for the community by the community. Generations of 
families have invested in CMA through gifts of art, time, 
talent, and treasure. CMA is happy to discuss how to match 
our commitment to creativity and our 21st century vision 
with individual interests and organizational goals. Please 
contact CMA’s Executive Deputy Director of Advancement 
Lucy Ackley at 614.629.0351 or lucy.ackley@cmaohio.org 
for a personalized prospectus on how you can help nurture 
creativity in our community.

Columbus Museum of Art 
480 East Broad Street, Columbus, OH 43215 
614.221.6801 
www.columbusmuseum.org 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram @columbusmuseum 
Facebook & Instagram @pizzuticollection 

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r :  Na n n e t t e  V.  Ma c i e j u n e s  
(through January 6, 2023)

Executive Deputy Director of Advancement: Lucy Ackley 
Email: lucy.ackley@cmaohio.org 

Board Chair: Pete Scantland

COLUMBUS MUSEUM OF ART 
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Who We Are: Since 1898, Columbus School for Girls has 
instilled in girls and young women the strength and grace 
(“forte et gratum”) to discover their distinct potential. We 
are a diverse academic community in which each student 
reaches her fullest potential as a scholar, athlete, artist, 
and, most important, as a compassionate human being. 
Combining a passion for learning with a deep level of 
self-confidence, CSG students leave the school inspired, 
prepared to make an impact on the world. 

What We Do: Our mission is to empower girls to discover 
their distinct potential as learners and leaders.

Why We’re Important: CSG is uniquely qualified to 
teach girls and young women, inspiring to take the leap 
from learners to leaders. Learning with a deep sense of 
engagement, working together toward a common goal, 
taking risks, rebounding from disappointments, thinking 
creatively and solving problems in unique ways: all of these 
are experiences that breed qualities essential to our girls’ 
success after CSG. These skills are specifically fostered and 
honed in our school community.

How We Impact the Community: CSG faculty, staff, 
students, and alumnae embrace a commitment to make 
our community and our world a better place in which 
to live and to work. Students participate in outreach 
programs and conduct ser vice projects with local 
organizations; faculty and staff share their time and 
expertise with organizations across the area. Our alumnae 

are leaders in their communities and their professions, 
bringing honor to central Ohio and to CSG.

How You Can Help: Columbus School for Girls is 
characterized by challenging academics, enriching arts and 
athletics, supportive relationships, a sense of community 
that honors individuals and understands that the ability to 
navigate a world of people whose experiences, background, 
and perspective are different from one’s own, is both critical to 
a complete 21st-century education and essential to success in 
the world. Volunteers, donors, and friends help to make CSG 
the strong institution it is today, while ensuring it remains a 
vibrant learning community for students of tomorrow.

Columbus School For Girls
65 S. Drexel Ave. Bexley, OH 43209
(614) 252-0781
www.columbusschoolforgirls.org 
www.columbusschoolforgirls.org/giving/give-now
Facebook- Columbus School for Girls
Twitter-@ColsSchForGirls 
Instagram- @colsschforgirls

Head of School: Camille J.L. Seals
Email: seals@columbusschoolforgirls.org

Chief Development Officer: Amy Borntrager
Email: aborntrager@columbusschoolforgirls.org

Board Chair: Liza Kessler

COLUMBUS SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
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Who We Are: The Columbus Symphony inspires and builds 
a strong community through music. For over 70 years, the 
Symphony has elevated the quality of life in our community 
through meaningful cultural opportunities as central Ohio’s 
flagship music performance organization. Together with the 
support of our community and our musicians who live, work, 
and teach here, unforgettable performances are shared through 
our Masterworks, Pops, Picnic with the Pops, Education, and 
Community Engagement programming. We are committed 
to serving and connecting with the region’s vibrant and 
diverse populations through the transformative joy of music.

What We Do: The Columbus Symphony is reimagining 
how an orchestra serves its community and leading the 
way to create accessible cultural and musical opportunities 
for all. Our broadened reach of service and programming 
reflects the growth, vitality, and diversity of our region. 
The Symphony annually offers over 200 performances 
on and off the stage reaching hundreds of thousands of 
central Ohioans. Our deepened commitment to providing 
extraordinary service to the community lights the way for 
a bright future by creating new channels of accessibility, 
increasing diversity on orchestra stages, and removing 
barriers to quality music education. 

Why We’re Important: Our next chapter of serving the 
community has begun, and our city is our stage. In the 2022-
2023 season, we enter year two of our innovative three-year 
program, “We are here for you,” to remove barriers to music 
such as cost and physical location. Through a pioneering 
spirit, we are using our unique assets to reinvigorate and 
inspire the community with a commitment to increasing 
artistic excellence, elevating the status and stature of our 
community through music, and putting Columbus on the 
map as a culturally prosperous destination.

How We Impact the Community : The Columbus 
Symphony’s impact in the community this year has 
been rooted in expanded outreach, cultural equity, and 
accessibility. Highlights of our 2022 programing include: 

• 56,000 children impacted by music education programs
• 221 schools provided with free musical content, 

including a remote curriculum reaching every Columbus 
City Schools student in Grades 3-4, and the daily 
Mindful Music Moments stress-reduction program

• 14,000 underserved individuals and families served 
through the CSO Cares program

• 162 free community outreach performances
• 100,000+ Holiday Spectacular TV broadcasts viewers
• 1,860+ free concert tickets for veterans, essential 

workers, and their families

How You Can Hel :  Help us spread the word and 
introduce the next generation to the joy of music. For 
the next two years, all children ages 6-16 are free to all 
Masterworks concerts. You can ensure that the Columbus 
Symphony is an important asset to children’s development 
and education by bringing the young people in your life to 
the concert hall!

There are many ways to support the Columbus 
Symphony through generosity, patronage, and volunteer 
opportunities. Thank you for your consideration to help us 
be here for you and enrich lives throughout central Ohio. 

Columbus Symphony55 E State St, Columbus OH 43215 
614.228.9600
columbussymphony.com 
Facebook @columbussymphony
Twitter @C_S_O
Instagram @columbussymphony
YouTube @columbussymphony
LinkedIn @columbussymphony

Chief Operating Officer: Daniel Walshaw
Email: dwalshaw@columbussymphony.com

Chief Advancement Officer: Stephanie R. Davis Wallace, PhD
Email: sdaviswallace@columbussymphony.com

Board Chair: Lisa Barton

COLUMBUS SYMPHONY 
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Who We Are: Home to more than 10,000 animals 
representing over 600 species worldwide, the Columbus 
Zoo and Aquarium leads and inspires by connecting 
people and wildlife. The Zoo complex is a recreational and 
educational destination that includes the 22-acre Zoombezi 
Bay water park and the 18-hole Safari Golf Club. The 
Columbus Zoo also manages The Wilds, an estimated 
10,000-acre conservation center and safari park located 
in southeastern Ohio along the Appalachian Byway. The 
Wilds is among one of North America’s largest, cutting-
edge conservation centers and is home to more than 500 
animals representing 28 rare and endangered species from 
around the world. 

What We Do: The Zoo and The Wilds are regional 
attractions with global impact – teaching local communities 
the importance of animals and how to help them. Whether 
during a visit to the Zoo or The Wilds, or during a classroom 
presentation, we are at the forefront of conservation 
education.  Annually, privately raised funds are used to 
support conservation projects worldwide. Supporting over 
70 projects and programs here in Ohio and in countries 
worldwide, our work to recover threatened species and our 
initiatives to move from human-wildlife conflict to human-
wildlife coexistence is paramount. 

Why We’re Important: The Columbus Zoo and The Wilds 
play a critical role in the survival of endangered species and 
allow people from all walks of life to experience and learn 
about the animal world. The animals are ambassadors to 
their cousins in the wild. After a visit, people often leave 
with a newfound understanding and compassion for 
wildlife. Animals have the power to touch our hearts. When 
this happens, it opens the door to education that can inspire 
people to participate in protecting animals and conserving 
their environments.

How We Impact the Community: We are dedicated to 
being responsible and accessible community partners. 
Through outreach and engagement programs, we 

invite diverse groups in our community to enrich their 
relationships with nature. These programs educate and 
empower people so they may be compelled to love and 
protect the future of wildlife and wildlife places. 
• 250 attendees at The Wilds’ WildeCamp;  

1,910 Zoo education programs 
• 50 schools participated in the Teen Eco Summit 
• 4,659 admission tickets were distributed through 

Columbus Metropolitan Library’s culture pass program
• 6,290 families purchased Zoo Memberships, 490 

families purchased Wilds Memberships through a 
program to help those receiving government assistance 

How You Can Help: The Columbus Zoo and The Wilds 
are committed to educating our communities about animals 
while supporting wildlife conservation worldwide. Please 
visit one of our parks for a great animal adventure, join 
our volunteer programs, or donate to support our pillars 
of education and access, wildlife conservation, and habitat 
transformation. Thank you for your consideration.  

Columbus Zoo and Aquarium & The Wilds
4850 W. Powell Road, PO Box 400, Powell, OH 43065
14000 International Road, Cumberland, OH 43732
 614.724.3497 
www.columbuszoo.org and www.thewilds.org  
Direct link for donations: give.columbuszoo.org; 
give.columbuszoo.org/support-the-wilds 
Instagram: @columbuszoo, @visitthewilds
Facebook, @columbuszoo, @visitthewilds
Twitter: @columbuszoo, @thewilds
Youtube: @ColumbusZooMedia

President and CEO:    Tom Schmid

VP of Philanthropy: Mayme Norman
Email: mayme.norman@columbuszoo.org 

Board Chair: Keith Shumate 2021/2022, 
Katie Wolfe Lloyd 2023/2024

COLUMBUS ZOO AND AQUARIUM 
& THE WILDS
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Who We Are: Compassion is our passion. For a decade, the 
Compassionate Communication Center of Ohio (CCCO) 
has empowered people to find ways to diffuse conflicts 
nonviolently and to explore and express their needs. Inspired 
by the Nonviolent Communication movement, we’ve learned 
that empathy is a powerful antidote to seemingly intractable 
challenges. We work to keep our community on the forefront 
of Nonviolent Communication techniques by facilitating 
educational opportunities and engaging in outreach. We 
apply the principles of Nonviolent Communication to 
internal, interpersonal, workplace, community and global 
conflicts. Our values include compassion, self-awareness, 
open communication, inclusiveness, collaboration, 
sustainability and balance.

What We Do: We apply the principles of compassionate 
communication to self-discovery, relationships, career, 
advocacy, social justice and geopolitics. Our work invests in 
building common ground rather than drawing battle lines. 
We articulate unmet needs, rather than judgments, blame, 
or coercion. We work with local, regional, national, and 
international partners to: 
• Bring Compassionate Communication to the workplace 
• Offer public trainings that bring together  

community members 
• Train and mediate in schools, faith-based  

organizations, communities, etc. 
• Provide cross-cultural programs for families 
• Partner with NVC trainers from Israel and Palestine, 

local peace activists, teachers and students from 
Columbus Learning Cooperative and residents of 
Marion Correctional Institution

Why We’re Important: The skills of self-discovery leading 
to connectedness across barriers are often not learned in 
our formal education. CCCO fills this gap by providing 
experience (educational and experiential) to acquire these 
skills. Since inception in 2006 we have hosted 61 national 
experts and 50 local assistants to help us learn. We have held 
74 training sessions in diverse formats, co-created 16 ongoing 
practice groups, and joined 44 other community events. In this 
way, CCCO has introduced the Nonviolent Communication 
process of founder and international peacemaker, 
Marshall Rosenberg, Ph.D, to over 8,000 participants. 

How We Impact the Community: From the classroom 
to the boardroom to the kitchen table, we facilitate 
healing communication. Our work embraces social 
entrepreneurship, supports emotional intelligence, 
cultivates self-care and celebrates human dignity. We 
aspire to value everyone’s needs equally. A mother of 
ten children who has attended Family Heart Camp 
says, "You can't learn this from a book. Learning ideas 
is not as effective as the experience of unconditional 
love and affection and nurturing from another human 
being."Annie, one of our monthly sustainers adds, “My life, 
the life of my husband and the lives of my children have 
been dramatically impacted and enhanced through the 
work of this organization.”

How You Can Help: We celebrate and give thanks for 
every resource entrusted to our care and fully commit to 
use them wisely and ethically. Ninety-one cents of every 
dollar goes directly toward programming. 
• Participate in and learn from life-enriching  

community events. (You can find a calendar of  
events on speakingpeace.org.) 

• Make a tax-deductible donation 
• Provide tuition for a family to attend Family  

Heart Camp 
• Volunteer. We offer a variety of one-of-a-kind  

volunteer opportunities, such as hosting individuals or 
families from around the region and around the world 

• Consider including CCCO in your estate planning  
in order to benefit future generations 

Compassionate Communication Center of Ohio (CCCO) 
333 Starrett Court, Columbus, Ohio 43214 
614.558.1141
info@speakingpeace.org 
speakingpeace.org 
Where to find us: Donate to CCCO, 
facebook, instagram, twitter, meet-up 

Executive Team: Susanna Warren, Leslie Thornton, 
Jackie Burtch 

Board Members: Don Buckingham, Derek Burtch,
 John Henson, Gary Kopp, and Carole Menge

COMPASSIONATE COMMUNICATION 
CENTER OF OHIO
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Who We Are: With over 40 years’ experience, CompDrug 
offers comprehensive services in substance use and mental 
health prevention and treatment, with a person-centered, 
holistic approach. Specializing in Medication for Opioid 
Use Disorder (MOUD), CompDrug integrates medical, 
clinical, and psychiatric staff to wrap services and supports 
around the patient. More than treatment, CompDrug 
provides outreach, engagement and harm reduction in the 
community and is also home to the nationally-recognized 
youth prevention program, Youth to Youth. 

What We Do: CompDrug is a large, outpatient behavioral 
health facility offering wrap-around outpatient care, 
including Medication for Opioid Use Disorder, for those 
struggling with substance use or mental health diagnoses. 
Without a waitlist, outpatient care is a great choice for 
many. CompDrug offers resources to overcome the most 
common barriers to treatment such as transportation 
and financial assistance. CompDrug is a leader in treating 
pregnant individuals with opioid use disorder and 
integrating MOUD with the clinical and therapeutic 
components one needs for long-term recovery. 

Why We’re Important: As one of the first licensed, 
certified Opioid Treatment Providers in the area , 
CompDrug continues to be a leader in treating mental 
health and addiction using evidence-informed practices 
with a people-first approach. At a time when behavioral 
health care is more needed than ever, and access is limited, 
the comprehensive outpatient treatment option is a 
critical one for our system of care. 

Our outreach saves lives through training and 
distribution of hundreds of Naloxone (Narcan) kits. Our 
Youth to Youth program fosters youth who have the 
resiliency, life skills and support to overcome challenges. 
Taken together, CompDrug is addressing addiction across 
the lifespan. 

How we Impact the Community: Our services combined 
reach thousands of people everyday and are instrumental 
in saving lives, preventing problems, and proving that 
treatment works.

How can You Help: More than a donation, your gift is an 
investment in our Central Ohio community. Addiction 
and mental health disorders are pervasive community 
issues that takes an entire community to address. 

CompDrug
547 E 11th Ave Columbus, OH 43211
614.224.4506
compdrug.org
Direct link for donations: compdrug.org/give
facebook.com/compdrug

Executive Director: Dustin Mets

Development Director: Stephanie Christie
Email: schristie@compdrug.org

Board Chair: C. Reggie Thomas

COMPDRUG
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Who We Are: The Dairy Barn Arts Center’s mission is to 
offer exhibitions, events, and educational programs that 
nurture and promote area artists and artisans, develop 
art appreciation among all ages, provide the community 
access to fine arts and crafts from outside the region and 
draw attention and visitors to Southeast Ohio.

What We Do: The twelve-month program calendar 
includes international juried exhibitions, touring exhibits, 
programs of regional interest, live performances, summer 
art camp, and activities for all ages. Some events are 
produced entirely by The Dairy Barn Arts Center while 
others are the result of collaboration with regional 
education, arts, or community organizations. 

Why We’re Important: The Dairy Barn offers access to 
art that wouldn’t be available in our region otherwise. 
Located in Athens, Ohio, one of the poorest counties 
in US, we serve Southeastern Ohio with top-notch arts 
education, world-renowned exhibitions such as Quilt 
National, and much-needed artist support.  

How We Impact the Community: Since its establishment 
in 1978, The Dairy Barn has been a major resource in our 
community, providing valuable arts education outreach 
services, a place for local youth to come together through 
artistic expression, and a quality platform for regional 
artists to showcase their work. We bring the community 
together through the power of art and expression. 

How You Can Help: The Dairy Barn seeks support for our 
three major programs: exhibitions, youth education, and 
our three art studios.   

The Dairy Barn Arts Center
8000 Dairy Lane, Athens, Ohio 45701
740.592.4981
Direct link for donations: www.dairybarn.org/donations 
www.facebook.com/dairybarnartscenter, 
www.instagram.com/dairybarnarts

Executive Director: Leah Magyary
Email: Director@dairybarn.org

Board Chair: Jay Hostetler

THE DAIRY BARN ARTS CENTER

Underwritten by 

A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC
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Who We Are: Death Penalty Action (DPA) works with 
allies and partners nationwide to stop executions. We are:
• exonerated death row survivors*
• families of murder victims who oppose executions*
• families of the executed and prisoners on death row*
• former executioners and other members of the law 

enforcement community*
• students & educators
• medical professionals
• legislators
• policy advocates
• journalists
• faith leaders & people of faith
• thought leaders
• philanthropists

And regular people bringing healing to the world 
by reforming the most broken part of the criminal legal 
system in Ohio and nationwide. (* indicates our Voices of 
Experience primary speakers) 

What We Do: Death Penalty Action provides concrete 
action opportunities for those wishing to protest the spike 
in executions our country is experiencing in some states, 
and to create lasting policy change by repealing the death 
penalty in other states. DPA provides leadership, training, 
educational and direct-action events; assisting local, state 
and national groups working to stop executions. 

Why We’re Important: Death Penalty Action is the only 
national single-issue anti-death penalty advocacy group 
currently functioning in the United States. Lifting up the 
voices of those most impacted*, working collaboratively 
with allies, DPA creates impactful change. Our staff helped 
stop executions in Ohio and repeal capital punishment 
laws in NJ, NM, IL, CT, MD, NH, CO & VA. DPA is 
working with congressional leaders to ensure that ending 
federal executions is part of the racial justice and criminal 

legal system reforms that must still be addressed. DPA also 
supports such efforts at the state level.

How We Impact the Community: Death Penalty Action 
supports citizens standing for safety, fairness, integrity, and 
more impactful use of tax dollars to prevent violent crime while 
advocating for better services for all murder victims’ families. 
The criminal legal system makes mistakes, is costly, and unequal; 
treating the accused differently based on race, economics, 
and social status. We uplift the community by working for 
nonviolent and equitable responses to the worst crimes.

How You Can Help: Death Penalty Action seeks funding 
to support our work in the following ways:
• Invite others to join you in supporting our work. 
• Invest charitable dollars to create impact. 
• Champion DPA in your networks to educate, inspire 

and empower citizens to engage policy makers and 
create the change we wish to see happen. 

Death Penalty Action has very low overhead, so your 
financial investment goes directly to creating the change 
we all want to see happen. 

Death Penalty Action
PO Box 89, Ghent, NY 12075 
(Admin address. ED lives/works in Columbus, Ohio)
800-973-6548
DeathPenaltyAction.org
Direct link for donations: deathpenaltyaction.org/donate
www.facebook.com/deathpenaltyaction/
twitter.com/DeathPenaltyAct
www.instagram.com/deathpenaltyaction 

Executive Director: Columbus resident/native 
Abraham J. Bonowitz
Mobile: 561-371-5204 
Email: Abe@DeathPenaltyAction.org 

DEATH PENALTY ACTION
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Who We Are: Directions for Youth & Families (DFYF) 
provides mental and behavioral health services to over 
7,000 youth and families in central Ohio each year, most 
of whom are economically challenged. 

DFYF is a resiliency-oriented, trauma-informed 
agency whose mission is to build and inspire hope, healing, 
and resilience for youth, families, and communities through 
counseling and education. DFYF offers a continuum 
of services that spans psychological services, mental 
and behavioral health treatment, and after-school and 
prevention programming. 98% of our services are provided 
at no cost ensuring our youth and families receive the 
services they need.

What We Do:  DFYF has over 50 licensed social workers 
and counselors offering in-home and school counseling 
services (we have clinicians in 62 Columbus area schools). 
Individuals and families are helped to address and overcome 
a range of issues including school challenges, sexual abuse, 
delinquency, domestic violence, depression and anxiety, 
physical abuse/neglect, family conflict, grief, and substance 
abuse. DFYF has kindergarten readiness and parenting 
programs. We operate two youth centers providing an 
environment that is safe, positive, and educational, both 
located in high-risk neighborhoods and offering new 
opportunities and healthy alternatives to delinquent 
activities prevalent in those neighborhoods.
 
Why We’re Important: DFYF has been ser ving the 
most vulnerable in central Ohio since 1899 when it's 
predecessor, Crittenton Family Services, opened a home 
for unwed mothers on East Main Street. DFYF continues 
to ser ve those who are most in need. DFYF builds 
upon strengths, inspires hope, provides safe places, and 
promotes healing in some of our communities’ darkest 
places addressing our toughest issues. Our treatment 
programs are provided on an outreach basis – in client’s 
homes, schools, or other community settings – to 
reduce barriers to treatment and provide services in the 
environment they are needed. 
 
How We Impact the Community: DFYF offers programs 
that provide community-based treatment and prevention 
ser vices that emphasize commitment to the family, 
school, and work. We collaborate with schools, juvenile 

court, protective services, hospitals, parents, churches, 
and other social service agencies. Because of the need 
on the eastside, we are expanding one of our youth 
centers to be Crittenton Community Center, working in 
partnership with 23 other non-profits to provide needed 
services in that area. DFYF provides new opportunities 
in disadvantaged neighborhoods, helps clients learn to 
heal and build resilience, and contributes to a healthy 
community – one individual, one family at a time.  
 
How You Can Help:  DFYF relies on support from 
individuals, corporations, foundations, and government 
entities. To support DFYF programs and service, you 
can give through a monetary donation, naming DFYF 
as designated charity through your corporate giving 
program, planned giving, commemorative gifts, in-kind 
donations, volunteering , or attending DFYF events. 
Supporting our Rooted in Change campaign gives those 
committed to meaningful change an opportunity to 
purchase leaves or pavers associated with the social justice 
tree, an art installation in the new Crittenton Community 
Center lobby that represents the growth of a community. 
Designating DFYF through your Kroger rewards and 
Amazon Smile make a difference too!

Directions for Youth & Families 
1515 Indianola Avenue, Columbus, OH  43201 
614.294.2661 
www.dfyf.org 
Direct link for donations: co.clickandpledge.com/advanced/
 default.aspx?wid=47074 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DFYFColumbus 
Linked In: www.linkedin.com/company/
 directions-for-youth-and-families
YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/
 UC9-fjLxAaeIvm5cCuxM9DOQ 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/directionsforyouthfamilies 

CEO: Duane Casares, LISW-S 
Email: dcasares@dfyf.org  

Development Director: Mary Margaritis 
Email: mmargaritis@dfyf.org 

Board Chair: Shannon Morgan, PNC

DIRECTIONS FOR YOUTH & FAMILIES 
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Who We Are: Dress for Success Columbus is a workforce 
development organization empowering women at all 
levels to achieve economic independence by providing 
personal and professional development, career resources, 
professional attire, and a network of support to help them 
thrive in work and in life.

What We Do: Dress for Success Columbus is leading the 
way in getting women on the path to self-sufficiency through 
education, workforce and professional development. Our 
programs advance equity for women, empower women to 
overcome the barriers that limit their upward mobility and 
ensure that women are given the support they need to truly 
obtain, sustain and grow their careers. To learn more about 
our suite of programs visit www.dfscmh.org.

Why We're Important: Dress for Success Columbus 
operates through five strategic pillars: Dressing, Coaching, 
Empowering, Encouraging, and Celebrating. Each strategic 
pillar is critical to fueling the long term success of the women 
we serve, both in terms of acquiring work after hardship and 
growth throughout her career. Our values are important to us, 
and we strive to embody these in everything we do as we serve 
our community, care through sisterhood, service with dignity, 
personal and professional development, championship of 
inclusivity for all women, and celebrating her success.

How We Impact the Community: Since 2007, we’ve 
empowered more than 20,000 women. At Dress for Success 
Columbus, we are MOVING WOMEN FORWARD 
and creating systemic change in the lives of women, their 
families and our community by providing the support and 
career tools needed to achieve their dreams, earn success 
and grow in their careers.

How You Can Help: After the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on women in the year 2020, putting women 
back in the workforce is more important than ever. 

You can make a difference in the lives of women in 
our community by giving your time, talent and treasure 
to support our mission of empowering women to achieve 
economic independence. We invite you to contribute to 
the mission of Dress for Success Columbus through a 
variety of methods: financial contributions; donations of 
gently-used attire; serve on one of our many committees, 
volunteer at our boutique or on our Mobile Career 
Center; become a mentor through our Women2Women 
Mentoring program; become a coach through our Success 
Coaching program; or attend one of our signature events 
to learn more about our mission. 

Learn more at www.dfscmh.org about how you can 
invest in the futures of women.

Connect with Dress for Success Columbus
1204 North High Street, Columbus, OH 43201 
614.291.5420 
www.dfscmh.org 
Donate: Be The Power - Dress for Success Columbus 
(dfscmh.org)

Executive Director: Habiba K. Bankston
Email: habiba@dfscmh.org 

Director of Development &  
Community Partnerships: Diana Pagan
Email: diana@dfscmh.org 

Board Chair: Jen Savage

DRESS FOR SUCCESS, 
COLUMBUS
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Who We Are: ECDI is a small business support organization,  
serving Ohio’s under-banked people and communities.  
We help entrepreneurs achieve their dreams by providing loan 
funding, business training, and mentoring. We are dedicated 
to assuring every entrepreneur – regardless of where they 
came from, where they live, their gender, or their race – has 
the resources they need to build sustainable small businesses 
that enrich and support the lives of the entrepreneurs, their 
employees, families, and the people they serve. In 2021,  
we became America’s highest-volume SBA microlender.  
We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, certified 
Community Development Corporation (CDC), and a U.S. 
Treasury-designated Community Development Financial 
Institution (CDFI), headquartered in Columbus, with offices 
in Cleveland, Cincinnati, Akron, Canton, Portsmouth,  
and Toledo. 

What We Do: We work to level the playing field under-
banked entrepreneurs – those who do not have the benefit 
of an established history within the mainstream credit 
industry, due to their social or geographic community, cultural 
background, gender, life’s history, or other factors, and who are 
likely to experience barriers on the road to business ownership 
– by providing access to funding and other resources our 
clients have previously gone without, so they can build and 
grow strong , sustainable businesses. We provide general 
entrepreneur services, along with focused programing through 
the ECDI Women’s Business Centers of Ohio, Food Business 
Incubation Services, Social Enterprise Hub, and Minority 
Contractor Resource Center.

Why We’re Important: For entrepreneurs who have spent a 
lifetime outside of the financial and business mainstream, access 
to funding can make all the difference, while ongoing training, 
education, and mentorship and can greatly increase their rate of 
success. Our passionate team has a proven track record of putting 
funds in the hands of small businesses who need it and providing 
tireless mentoring and support. 

How We Impact the Community: Since we began, we’ve 
disbursed nearly $140 million through more than 4,000 loans, 
assisted more than 28,000 entrepreneurs, and helped to create 
or retain nearly 15,000 jobs. A 2018 study of ECDI clients, 
made possible by a grant from MasterCard Foundation, found 
that the impact on the Ohio economy through ECDI clients – 
considering the ripple effect of hiring employees, buying supplies, 
and contracting work to other small businesses – comfortably 
exceeds $1 billion annually.

How You Can Help:
• Donate: Help fight for economic justice by enabling 

under-resourced entrepreneurs to support themselves and 
their families. Your generosity helps support training, 
mentorship, and incubation programs that can transform 
nascent entrepreneurs into well-rounded businesspeople, 
and greatly increase their rate of success. 

• Volunteer: Our Professional Advisory Network (PAN), 
matches professionals with small business owners in need of 
coaching in the volunteer’s area of professional expertise. 

Economic & Community Development Institute, (ECDI)
1655 Old Leonard Ave., Columbus, OH 43219
614.559.0115
ecdi.og      
Donations: www.ecdi.org/donate
www.facebook.com/ECDIoh
www.instagram.com/ecdioh
www.linkedin.com/company/ecdioh
twitter.com/ecdioh

Executive Director: Inna Kinney
Email: ikinney@ecdi.org

Development Director: Anna Parlet 
Email: aparlet@ecdi.org

Board Chair: Darren Cherry

ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE, (ECDI)
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Who We Are: The Foundation for Appalachian Ohio’s mission 
is to create opportunities for the citizens and communities of 
Appalachian Ohio by inspiring and supporting philanthropy.  
A regional community foundation serving the 32 counties of 
Appalachian Ohio, FAO has supported the creation of more 
than 600 charitable funds, 11 local community foundation 
funds and an African American Community Fund. Last 
year, the Foundation gave more than $5 million in grants 
and scholarships, while advancing several regional initiatives, 
including a new partnership to establish a mobile vision clinic to 
serve 10,000 students with free eye exams and glasses. 

What We Do : We create opportunities for people of 
Appalachian Ohio by encouraging investments of time, talent 
and treasure. We work across five programmatic areas known as 
Pillars of Prosperity: Arts & Culture; Community & Economic 
Development; Education; Environmental Stewardship; and 
Health & Human Services. Last year, we gave more than 900 
grants, made possible through the generous giving of our donors 
establishing funds and growing our I’m a Child of Appalachia 
Fund®. We ensured hungry children received meals, including 
through our Joe Burrow Hunger Relief Fund. We prevented 
substance use disorders, enhanced public access to outdoor 
spaces, advanced civics education, and more. 

Why We’re  Important :  Appalachian Ohio is  home 
to innovative, capable leaders who have the passion, 
commitment and ideas necessary to bring the region to socio-
economic parity with the rest of our state and nation. One of 
the barriers that holds back the success of all of the region’s 
leaders is the philanthropy gap: Appalachian Ohio accesses 
90% less philanthropy per capita than the rest of Ohio. FAO 
is focused on closing this gap by developing and deploying 
the philanthropic support our region’s leaders need to achieve 
sustained transformation in regional quality-of-life.  

How We Impact the Community: We achieve our impact by 
forming partnerships that leverage gifts of time, talent and 
treasure for maximum results. We stay focused on advancing 

sustained transformations in the region’s quality-of-life; we 
work to support donors in making high-impact gifts. In 
turn, these gifts enable us to support leaders on the frontlines 
of transformative change. Our support includes grants, 
fellowships, loans, scholarships, leadership development, 
networking, data, encouragement and capacity-building. In 
places without local community foundations, we incubate 
local foundations; we are constantly working to scale success 
from one community to the next. We give grants across all 32 
counties in the region.

How You Can Help: You can remove barriers for people of 
Appalachia by giving to FAO’s I’m a Child of Appalachia® 
Fund. Your gift creates deep, lasting change by empowering 
leaders working in five Pillars of Prosperity: Arts & Culture, 
Community & Economic Development,  Education, 
Environmental Stewardship and Health & Human Services. 
Your investment will fuel grants, fellowships, loans, leadership 
development and capacity-building. As your gift joins with 
others’ investments of time, talent and treasure, the result 
will be transforming generational poverty into generations of 
prosperity. You will generate an abundance of opportunity 
within Appalachia.  Please consider joining us with a gift today.

Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO)
35 Public Square, Nelsonville, OH 45764
740.753.1111
AppalachianOhio.org
instagram.com/fdnforappalachianohio/
facebook.com/FoundationforAppalachianOhio 
linkedin.com/company/foundation-for-appalachian-ohio

President & CEO: Cara Dingus Brook
Email: cbrook@ffao.org

Director of Strategic Initiatives: Matt Kaido
Email: mkaido@ffao.org 

Board Chair: Ron Strickmaker

FOUNDATION FOR 
APPALACHIAN OHIO (FAO)

Underwritten by 

A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC
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Who We Are:Freedom a la Cart (FALC) is a non-profit 
social enterprise that works to empower survivors of sex 
trafficking and exploitation to lead new lives of freedom 
and self-sufficiency. We believe that giving a woman 
practical job skills and developing a strong work ethic is 
vital for creating a pathway to freedom. So, we’ve created 
a safe place of restoration where survivors can heal, learn 
and grow as they prepare for sustainable employment and 
reintegrate into our community.

What We Do: Freedom a la Cart understands that moving 
survivors out of vulnerability and poverty and into stability 
and economic self-sufficiency requires more than a job. 
So, Freedom developed a 24-month comprehensive life 
skills training AND workforce development program that 
includes: resource (case) management; job coaching; social 
connection; trauma counseling; and financial literacy. Our 
goal is to prepare survivors for personal and economic 
stability, train them for jobs in the community and link 
them directly with employers. Through our three areas 
of impact: 1) CATCH Court Support; 2) Workforce 
Development; and 3) our Butterfly program, 400 local 
survivors are served annually.

Why We’re Important: Human trafficking , the fastest 
growing criminal industry in the world, which has strong 
and deep roots in Central Ohio. Freedom a la Cart’s 
programs meld both supportive services and workforce 
development to walk alongside survivors within our region 
on the road to restoration. Our vision is to give each 
survivor that crosses our path a chance to build a new life of 
freedom and self-sufficiency.

How We Impact the Community: In the past 6 years, 91 
survivors have received workforce development through 
our programs. 84% have received NO new criminal 

record. As the national recidivism rate for women engaged 
in prostitution sits at 80%, Freedom a la Cart flips the 
narrative of a survivor’s life. This year, we’re on track to 
serve nearly 600 unduplicated survivors through supportive 
ser vices + workforce development. Additionally, our 
Butterfly Program has nearly doubled in the past 2 years. 
Women are reimagining their futures, stepping into lives 
of sobriety and self-sufficiency, and reaching a hand to lift 
up their sisters, mothers, and friends. Generational impact!

How You Can Help: We’d love for you to walk alongside 
survivors with us on the road to recovery! This holiday season, 
we’re offering a dozen sweet treats for every $25 donated to 
our annual end of year giving initiative, Cause Cookies. Each 
box contains an assortment of decadent delights, including 
indulgent chocolate cherry cookies; festive white chocolate 
peppermint cookies, our traditional holiday favorite 
gingersnaps, and Freedom’s famous coconut macaroons. 
Every donation provides workforce training and wraparound 
supportive services for survivors of sex trafficking within our 
community. Order your cookies, volunteer, donate and learn 
more at www.freedomalacart.org.

Freedom a la Cart
123 E. Spring Street, Columbus OH 43215
Café Hours: M-F 7a-3p, Saturday: 8a-3p
614.992.3252
www.freedomalacart.org
Donate: freedomalacart.org/donate-now
Instagram, Facebook, and LinkedIn: @freedomalacart

Chief Executive Officer: Paula Haines
Email: paula@freedomalacart.org

Community Engagement Coordinator: Bekah Moran 
Email: bekah@freedomalacart.org

FREEDOM A LA CART
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Fund The Climb Foundation was formed by Dr. Rob 
Graessle, a former emergency room physician who, in 
response to the countless overdoses he treated on a nightly 
basis, started Basecamp Recovery Center, a treatment 
center for those suffering from the disease of substance use 
disorder. The Team at Fund The Climb Foundation seeks 
financial support that enables them to assist patients who 
are in treatment. In addition to suffering from this disease, 
these patients face challenges and barriers that could 
adversely impact their success in treatment.
 
What We Do: Fund The Climb’s mission is to assist in 
removing barriers that can adversely impact a patient’s 
treatment. The mission is designed to support not only 
a successful recovery, but also a sustained recovery. This 
assistance includes working directly with providers to 
help with deposits for housing, transportation needs, fees 
for restoring documents such as a driver’s license or state 
identification, assistance with utility bills, needed supplies, 
and nutrition and personal hygiene needs. Donations are 
intended to ensure that the patient’s needs are met in near 
real time. Removing these barriers allows patients to focus 
on what’s most important: their treatment and recovery.

Why We’re Important: There is no shortage of media 
coverage on the opioid epidemic and the ravages of 
addiction and mental health in our community. Overdose 
deaths were up 45.6% in 2020 in Franklin County with 
93,000 deaths nationwide. What is lost in the conversation 
is the tens of thousands of individuals who seek help every 
day. Too often, many of these people are defeated by some of 
the smallest barriers that for them are insurmountable, thus 
keeping otherwise willing patients from joining those who 
are working towards and succeeding in recovery. Fund The 
Climb is committed to improving outcomes for patients 
who are participating in addiction treatment programs, but 
are at-risk for failing because of ancillary financial burdens 
such as job loss, homelessness, transportation issues, lack of 
access to healthcare, food and other basic needs.

How We Impact the Community: By providing support 
for the most basic of the hierarchical needs, Fund The 

Climb improves outcomes for patients who are actively 
engaged in addiction recovery treatment programs. Our 
mission focuses on helping to save lives in our community. 
The National Institute of Health estimates that every $1 
invested in addiction treatment programs yields a return of 
between $4 and $7 in reduced drug-related crime, criminal 
justice costs, and theft. When savings related to healthcare 
are included, total savings can exceed costs by a ratio of $12 
to $1. Major savings to the individual and to society also 
stem from fewer interpersonal conflicts; greater workplace 
productivity; and fewer drug-related accidents and illness, 
including overdoses and deaths.
 
How You Can Help: By making a donation to Fund The 
Climb, donors can support the basic needs of patients who 
are trying to change their lives by breaking the cycle of 
addiction and actively engaging in treatment. Most of us have 
or have considered providing financial support to someone 
suffering from the disease of addiction, whether it be an 
individual on the streets or someone we love. At times, we 
may wonder if our “gift” will be put to good use, or simply 
enable them to continue their path to destruction or death.

Fund The Climb Foundation offers the security of 
knowing that each gift will be managed appropriately 
and go directly to the needs of qualified patients, while 
providing donors with a charitable deduction for their 
generosity. THANK YOU for your support.

Fund The Climb Foundation
815 W. Broad St Suite 310, Columbus, OH 43222 
740-860-4975
fundtheclimb.org 
Direct link for donations: fundtheclimb.org/donations/
facebook.com/fundtheclimb 
twitter.com/FundtheClimb 
linkedin.com/company/fund-the-climb-foundation 
instagram.com/fundtheclimb/

Development Director: Lili Reitz, Esq. 
Email (Optional): lili@fundtheclimb.org 

Board Chair: Dr. Rob Graessle

FUND THE CLIMB FOUNDATION
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Who We Are: We are a unique and collaborative local 
organization on a mission to reduce the impact of poverty 
by providing furniture to central Ohio families struggling 
with severe life challenges. We believe that furniture is 
the setting for life’s most important moments. It’s where 
critical conversations happen. Where impromptu moments 
cause laughter. And where families make strides towards 
independence. Supported by our 75+ social service and 
faith-based partners, over 2,000 volunteers, and nearly 
8,000 furniture and financial donors, we help turn empty 
houses into furnished homes of hope for 3,200-3,400 local 
families every single year.

What We Do:Through furniture donations from the 
community and furniture built in our volunteer woodshop, 
we provide quality, gently-used furniture to local families 
struggling with poverty, homelessness, domestic violence, 
and other crises. On average, we serve between 15 and 24 
families and deliver over 300 pieces of furniture daily. With 
a goal to provide them with a personalized and dignified 
experience, our families typically visit the Furniture Bank 
to hand-select 5 to 20 pieces of furniture to fill their home 
such as beds, couches, dressers, tables, chairs, and other 
items and have it delivered the same day.

Why We’re Important: Although COVID-19 will subside, 
poverty and homelessness among our community’s families 
will not. Too many families and their children live in houses 
void of warm beds, cozy couches, and even kitchen tables. 
We try to change that. Through our furniture provision 
programs, local families in need receive an average $1,500 
value in furniture and delivery services - an expense that is 
otherwise out of reach for the 86% of families we serve who 
make less than $18,000 per year. Their resources can then be 
used on other essentials such as housing, food, medicine, and 
schooling in order to achieve independence.

How We Impact the Community: Furniture is such an 
impactful resource for families. It can increase positive 
outcomes for mental health, childhood development, school 

achievement, and chronic health issues. It also directly 
contributes to greater residential stability by giving families 
the basic comforts and tools essential to everyday life. The 
Furniture Bank also helps stabilize the living situations 
of families impacted by poverty so they can address the 
underlying issues related to their life circumstances, allowing 
them to gain their independence and achieve self-sufficiency. 
Additionally, our donation services eliminate nearly 400 
tractor-trailers of waste from the central Ohio landfill.

How You Can Help: We thrive on acts of kindness from the 
central Ohio community. To join our effort to turn empty 
houses into homes and ensure every child has a bed to call 
their own, you can:
1. Volunteer in our woodshop! Build and paint tables and 

more for local families in need.
2. Donate furniture! Give your spare mattress or dining set a 

second chance with a family in need.
3. Invest in our mission! All it takes is a donation of $250 to 

provide an entire houseful of furniture to a family in need.
 
To join us, visit furniturebankcoh.org/get-involved or call 
614-272-9544.

Furniture Bank of Central Ohio
118 S Yale Ave, Columbus, OH 43222 
614.272.9544
www.furniturebankcoh.org
Donations: www.furniturebankcoh.org/get-involved/give
Facebook & LinkedIn: Furniture Bank of Central Ohio 
Instagram: @FurnitureBankCOH
Twitter: @FurnBankCOH

President: Phil Washburn
Email: info@furniturebankcoh.org

Development Director:Christine Mills
Email: cmills@furniturebankcoh.org

Board Chair:  Jeremy Ball

FURNITURE BANK 
OF CENTRAL OHIO

Underwritten by 

A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC
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Who We Are: Gigi’s is a regional care organization that 
gets homeless dogs in rural shelters home faster and 
healthier by providing access to quality shelter, veterinary, 
and behavior care.  

Our 3-building, state-of-the-art campus includes 
a fully equipped hospital, comprehensive behavioral 
wellness center, adoption center, stand-alone infectious 
disease treatment center, and housing for more than 85 
homeless dogs at a time. With a full veterinary team and a 
veterinary behaviorist, Gigi's has the expertise and ability 
to save and serve more than 6,000 homeless, helpless dogs 
each year.

What We Do: We partner with rural shelters to bring 
homeless dogs to our campus to receive comprehensive care, 
which can cost thousands of dollars per dog, including: 
• free vaccines
• full veterinary care
• dental and surgical procedures
• behavioral support
• shelter transportation and housing
• adoption services

Most dogs in our program are then adopted faster 
and healthier, instead of spending months in a rural shelter 
waiting for a home with little to no access to a veterinarian. 

Why We’re Important: Most rural shelters are over-filled, 
don’t have access to veterinary services, and are struggling 
to provide quality care to dogs. And to make matters 
worse, most shelters can only find homes for one of 
every five dogs within their county shelter. To solve these 
problems, Gigi’s provides access to comprehensive care – 

shelter, veterinary care, behavioral support, and adoption 
– to rural shelters at no cost.  

How We Impact the Community: Gigi's has the expertise 
and ability to rescue, rehabilitate, and serve thousands of 
homeless dogs every year. Each year, we:
• Heal and save thousands of shelter dogs  
• Provide 5,500 free vaccines for homeless dogs  

in rural, impoverished communities  
• Perform 1,400+ free or low-cost surgeries  

for shelter dogs  
• Drive 35,000 miles each year to connect  

homeless dogs with adoptive families   
• Provide life-saving treatment to shelter dogs diagnosed 

with parvovirus in Gigi’s Parvovirus Treatment Center 

How You Can Help: Made possible by the generous 
support of our founders, 100% of the donations we receive 
go directly to saving homeless dogs. Your generosity is 
critical to our ability to continue healing and saving shelter 
dogs. Join Team Gigi's by giving to save homeless dogs 
today at gigis.org!

Gigi’s
6175 Wright Rd, Canal Winchester, OH 43110 
614.356.8081
www.gigis.org
@gigisfordogs on Facebook, Instagram, 
TikTok and YouTube

Director: Justin McKinniss 

Board Chair: Jim Phieffer

GIGI’S 
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Who We Are: Goodwill Columbus is proud to be one of 
the region’s largest nonprofits, a top 100 employer, and a 
trusted source in Central Ohio for putting people to work. 
Throughout our diverse portfolio, we are passionate about 
creating access to first jobs and advancing all Central 
Ohioans to their “next best job”.

What We Do: We are committed to equipping 100,000 
individuals with the tools to advance economic mobility 
through the power of work by 2030. To do this, Goodwill 
Columbus will continue to create new jobs, transform 
communities through job training, career coaching, and 
vocational habilitation in order to empower individuals.

Why We’re Important: Goodwill Columbus has been 
serving the Central Ohio since 1939 and is a proud member 
of Goodwill Industries International, a network of over 150 
community-based organizations throughout the United 
States and Canada that sell donated goods to create job 
opportunities and training in local communities.

How We Impact the Community: 
• Provide free job training and career placement services 
• Offer free classes and certifications in-demand careers 

like IT and Healthcare
• Equip individuals with free basic digital literacy training 
• Provide adult day and residential services for 

individuals with development disabilities throughout 
the community 

• Offer affordable and sustainable shopping at our 
donated goods retail stores 

• Employ over a thousand individuals across  
Franklin County, including 30 percent with a 
diagnosed disability 

How You Can Help:
• Donate your gently used clothing,  

household goods, and furniture at our  
many locations across Franklin County

• Make a financial gift to support our job  
training and adult day services

• Shop our thrift stores
• Purchase original artwork from the  

Goodwill Art Studio & Gallery
• Volunteer

Learn more at goodwillcolumbus.org/getinvolved

Goodwill Columbus
671 South High Street, Columbus, OH, 43206 (June 2023) 
OR 1331 Edgehill Road, Columbus, OH, 43212 (Current)
614.294.5181
www.gooodwillcolumbus.org
Social Media: @goodwillcolumbus

President & CEO: Ryan Burgess

Board Chair: Marc Reitter, AEP Ohio

GOODWILL COLUMBUS
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Who We Are : Harmony project is people--people 
from different faiths, different ethnicities, different 
backgrounds, different abilities, and different beliefs. 
Harmony is people from central Ohio and beyond putting 
into practice the powerful idea that it takes more than one 
voice to be in harmony, and that the dissonance between 
us can be disrupted when a community works together.

What We Do: Art becomes the catalyst for change with the 
goal of combating disinformation, shattering stereotypes, 
expanding cultural knowledge, and creating empathy for 
one another. Through art, storytelling, music and volunteer 
service, Harmony creates a place where people can embrace 
their differences, engage with their neighbors, and begin the 
essential work of building social harmony.

Why We’re Important: While our nation experiences 
division, Harmony's programs bridge the chasms that have 
developed between us as a community. Harmony inspires 
individuals to meet their own biases head-on. We engage 
neighbors and neighborhoods in service to forge a path 
toward a richer and more diverse community. It's clear in 
our mission statement--to build a more inclusive society 
by breaking down social barriers, bridging community 
divides, and empowering the voices of the people.

How We Impact the Community: Harmony's impact in 
the community: gives incarcerated men and women a way 
to break through their own silence and be heard on the 
outside; enables people who have overcome homelessness 
and people with different abilities to build friendships 
in the community, providing vital social and emotional 
connections; empowers the voices of new immigrant 
teens and incarcerated youth to build confidence and 
share their stories; showcases sold-out performances by 
the signature 500-voice chorus in venues throughout 
Central Ohio, from The Lincoln Theatre to Nationwide 

Arena. Plus, the Harmony community has logged tens 
of thousands of volunteer hours every year ser ving 
neighborhoods in every quadrant of Franklin County. 
Harmony's programs and projects yield concrete, real-
life results that show clearly that the formula works: if we 
DISRUPT the DISSONANCE, we can EMBRACE our 
DIFFERENCES and BUILD SOCIAL HARMONY.

How You Can Help: 
• Volunteer with us; get inspired by working alongside 

your Central Ohio neighbors on everything from 
landscaping projects to large-scale public murals.

• Sing with us; whether a large or small commitment, a 
season singing with the 500-voice chorus or a pop-up 
chorus event, no audition is required to sing in harmony 
with your neighbors.

• Support our work; support Harmony's mission and 
programs by donating today.

Harmony Project
4411 Tamarack Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43229
614.564.9300
www.harmonyproject.com
Direct link for donations: weblink.donorperfect.com/
 SupportHarmonyProject
www.instagram.com/harmonyproject
facebook.com/HarmonyProjectColumbus
twitter.com/harmonycolumbus
www.linkedin.com/company/harmony-project-columbus

Founder and Creative Director: David Brown
Email: connect@harmonyproject.com

Development Director: Matthew Schott
Email: matthew@harmonyproject.com

Board Chair: Jessie Cannon

HARMONY PROJECT





 73 

HOMEPORT
Who We Are: Homeport is the largest, locally-focused 
nonprofit developer of affordable housing in Central 
Ohio. Having served the area since 1987, Homeport 
owns 2,747 affordable rental apartments and homes in 
43 communities. Its 6,541 residents, families and seniors, 
can access a broad range of services ranging from after 
school programming to emergency assistance for rent and 
utilities. Homeport partnerships also link its residents 
to food, furniture and employment assistance as well as 
medical and mental health services. Homeport is a leading 
provider of homebuyer education and budget and credit 
counseling for Central Ohio. 

How we impact the community: Real estate development 
and resident services are simply the tools we use to provide 
our clients with the dignity, security and opportunity they 
deserve. The team at Homeport is truly in the “people 
business.” The true beneficiaries of our work are the 6,541 
individuals we have the honor of serving every day.

What we do: Providing a roof over someone’s head is only 
the start of a stronger home. Homeport surrounds its rental 
communities with comprehensive support to promote long-
term stability and health. With the assistance of partners and 
volunteers, Homeport organizes out-of-school programs, 
free produce markets, school supply drives, and more for 
thousands of residents every year. 

Why we are important: Homeport addresses the growing 
demand of affordable housing in Central Ohio. And the 
challenge is huge:
• Fifty-four thousand Central Ohio households are 

paying more than half their incomes for housing.
• The poverty population has grown at more than three 

times the rate of the overall population (2009-2014) 
and extends into Columbus suburbs.

• There is only one affordable rental unit for every three 
renters in poverty.

• Of the top 10 occupations with the most annual 
openings, nine do not pay workers enough to afford 
housing. The one exception is Registered Nurses.

• More than 17,000 Central  Ohioans are on the 
application list for a rental subsidy.

How you can help: Homeport is the answer. An investment 
in Homeport is an investment in the lives of Central 
Ohioans and beyond. A decent home is at the center of 
every important issue, and it has a multiplier effect. Support 
of affordable housing creates results that extend far beyond 
and changes the lives of generations. 

Our resident services enhance the chances of family, 
financial and community stability. This leads to jobs, better 
health and improved economic conditions, as well as 
financial education. It is what separates Homeport from 
other home providers. Homeport works with individuals, 
families and seniors making 60 percent or less of the area 
median income, which is $55,212 for a family of four.

Learn more: Are you interested in learning more about 
Homeport? We offer guided 90-minute bus tours so you 
can experience how and why safe, sustainable, and affordable 
housing matters for a better Central Ohio. Contact Laverne 
D. Price, Senior Director of Resource Development, at 
614.545.4891 or laverne.price@homeportohio.org to schedule.

Homeport
3443 Agler Road, Suite 200, Columbus, OH 43219
614.545.4891
www.homeportohio.org
Direct link for donations: www.homeportohio.org/donate
www.facebook.com/HomeportOH
twitter.com/HomeportOH
www.linkedin.com/company/homeport
www.youtube.com/user/HomeportOhio

Executive Director: Leah F. Evans, President & CEO
Email: leah.evans@homeportohio.org

Development Director: Laverne D. Price
Email: laverne.price@homeportohio.org

Board Chair: Emmett M. Kelly
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Who We Are: I Am Boundless, Inc. is a statewide nonprofit 
organization whose mission is to build a world that realizes 
the boundless potential of all people. Boundless has provided 
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
(I/DD) for more than forty years, and behavioral health 
challenges the freedom and opportunity to live boundless 
lives. From residential support and job training to primary 
care and autism services, we proudly offer person-centered 
care that celebrates each individual and empowers them to 
become active participants in the communities where they 
live, work, and play.

What We Do: We serve children, adolescents, and adults 
with I/DD and behavioral health challenges through a 
variety of programs, including: 
• Residential services offering 24-hour care 
• Respite care 
• Center-based autism programs based on individual 

needs
• Adult day programs 
• Vocational training and help securing jobs in the 

community
• Psychiatry and counseling 
• Speech and language therapy
• Primary care physician appointments
• Dental services
• Remote support services
• Care coordination
• Community ABA support
• Youth after-school and day programs 

Why We’re Important: More than 7.3 million people in 
the United States have an intellectual or developmental 
disability, and 1 in 54 children is diagnosed with autism 
spectrum disorder. Boundless provides services for children 
as young as 18 months to senior citizens. 

Using a multi-program approach, the people 
Boundless serves have successfully navigated schools, 
obtained meaningful work, developed lifelong friendships, 
and learned how to live independently. Every person we 

serve is unique, and Boundless provides care tailored to 
their skills, needs, and interests.

How We Impact the Community (100 words or less): 
Boundless is proud of our entrepreneurial spirit and 
for ward-thinking vision.  Boundless is a statewide 
organization serving more than 4,000 people each year 
in more than 50 Ohio counties. We have the state’s only 
primary health center for people with special needs. 

Our Parent-Directed Program (PDP) is also unique in 
the state, enabling parents and family members of loved ones 
with special needs the opportunity to direct care in a very 
personal way. Boundless is proud to be at the forefront of using 
technology to allow the people we serve greater independence.

How You Can Help: I Am Boundless relies on the generous 
philanthropic support of our community to meet the 
needs of children, adults, and seniors who have I/DD and 
behavioral health challenges.

You can help by making a gift to I Am Boundless. Gifts 
can be made online or sent to our office. We can also help 
you give through your Donor Advised Fund, or via a mutual 
fund or stock. Together we can create boundless futures!

I Am Boundless, Inc.
445 E. Dublin Granville Road,  
Worthington, OH 43085 (Building H)
614.844.3800 (ext. 2100)
iamboundless.org 
Direct link for donations: iamboundless.org/give
Facebook: www.facebook.com/iamboundless1/
Instagram: www.instagram.com/iam_boundless/
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/iamboundless

Executive Director: Patrick Maynard, PhD

Development Director: Jodi Bopp
Email: jbopp@iamboundless.org

Board Chair: Bill Forquer

I AM BOUNDLESS, INC.

®
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Who We Are : The LEAD Ohio Foundation exists 
to recruit, train, connect, and support individuals, 
especially those from underserved and underrepresented 
communities, who want to build a more equitable Ohio 
through progressive change. LEAD Ohio Foundation 
designs and conducts its own civic and leadership 
educational programs for community leaders, leaders of 
nonprofit organizations, issue campaigns, and individuals 
seeking public office.

What We Do: Women LEADing Ohio and Buckeye Justice 
Forum are two key programs of the LEAD Ohio Foundation.

 Women LEADing Ohio provides educational 
programming and support around voting, civic engagement, 
and seeking community leadership positions. Programs 
are taught by women, with a lens of being a woman in 
male-dominated spaces. With more women in leadership, 
addressing the needs of women and families becomes 
normalized.

Buckeye Justice Forum (BJF) spurs reform in Ohio’s 
courts through program implementation and networking. 
BJF works to create a pipeline of future judges and provides 
education to attorneys, judges, and law students on how 
Ohio’s judiciary impacts Ohioans.

Why We’re Important: The LEAD Ohio Foundation 
engages emerging progressive leaders across the state who are 
looking to further engage with public policy, issue campaigns, 
and/or the political process. We seek out underrepresented 
and underserved communities to ensure those voices are 
heard and represented in our elected offices for a government 
more reflective of the diversity of our state. Our trainings are 
particularly beneficial for individuals who are just beginning 
their journeys in civic and community service as well as those 
who are looking to increase their engagement by taking on 
larger roles in advocating for progressive change in Ohio.

How We Impact the Community:LEAD Ohio Foundation 
trainings were designed to demystify political engagement. 
Women LEADing Ohio introduces women to the political 
process, explains how to get involved, how to take the first 
steps to run for office, and supports and trains those who 
choose to seek civil service. BJF engages with first-time 
judicial candidates, sitting judges, reform-minded attorneys, 
and law students.

Leaders who go through our trainings choose various 
paths with a number of them seeking public office, starting 
nonprofits, advocating for and helping implement progressive 
policies, working in voter engagement or mobilization efforts, 
and much more to create positive change for Ohioans.

How You Can Help: You can help support the mission of 
LEAD Ohio Foundation by:
• Signing up for our email newsletter
• Following us on social media
• Sharing program information with your network
• Making a contribution today
• More information can be found on our website  

at www.leadohio.org

LEAD Ohio Foundation
550 E Walnut, Columbus, OH 43215
614-266-2259
www.leadohio.org
Direct link for donations:https://secure.actblue.com/
 donate/lead-ohio-foundation-1
www.facebook.com/LEADOhio
www.instagram.com/lead_ohio
twitter.com/LEADOhio

Executive Director:Denny Wojtanowski
Email: denny@leadohio.org

LEAD OHIO FOUNDATION
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Who We Are: LifeCare Alliance is a not-for-profit 
organization that provides a comprehensive array of nutrition, 
health, and support services to older adults and those living 
with a medical challenge or disability. Formed in 1898 as the 
Instructive District Nursing Association (IDNA), LifeCare 
Alliance is central Ohio’s first in-home health care agency, the 
nation’s second agency to deliver Meals-on-Wheels, and the 
last free cancer clinic in the Midwest. The Agency’s mission is 
to lead the community in identifying and delivering services 
to meet the community’s changing needs.

What We Do: LifeCare Alliance is the only not-for-profit 
organization in a major metropolitan area still accepting 
all qualified clients in need – without waiting lists. We 
serve more than 30,000 clients a year. Our signature 
programs include Meals-on-Wheels in Franklin, Madison, 
Marion, Champaign, and Logan counties, Senior Dining 
and Community Wellness Centers across the region, 
Help-at-Home, the Columbus Cancer Clinic, Project 
OpenHand-Columbus, IMPACT Safety, Central Ohio 
Diabetes Association, Senior PetCare, and Diabetes Dayton.

Why We're Important: We keep seniors and those living with 
a medical challenge or disability safe, independent, and living 
in their own homes—right where they want to be! As a leader 
in non-profit mergers and acquisitions, LifeCare Alliance has 
been able to eliminate operating redundancies and reduce 
administrative costs while taking all qualified clients. We 
serve all those in need, without a waiting list, and regardless of 
their ability to pay.

How We Impact The Community: AARP calculates that 
LifeCare Alliance saves Ohio taxpayers more than $87,000 
per year for each client we assist in remaining independent in 
their own homes. By serving these same individuals at home 
for a fraction of the cost of institutional care, the Agency 
saves taxpayers money while serving the most vulnerable 
of our community. LifeCare Alliance clients average five 
fewer days a year in the hospital than those with comparable 
demographics. When individuals receive appropriate 
nutrition levels, and health assessments, potentially 
debilitating and costly health outcomes are prevented.

How You Can Help: You or your team can volunteer 
to deliver Meals-on-Wheels, stock the Groceries-to-Go 
pantry shelves, work in our kitchens, or deliver pet food 
to seniors. To volunteer, call 614-444-MEAL. We also 
operate numerous social enterprises, the profits from 
which are invested back into the Agency’s operating 
revenue to support our basic needs services. Individuals 
and corporations regularly choose L.A. Catering and 
the Levee Event Center at Franklinton for their special 
events and corporate gatherings. Travelers can get all their 
required vaccines through our Wellness Department, 
and H.R. departments can use us to for pre-employment 
background checks. For a list of all our social enterprises, 
visit lifecarealliance.org/social-enterprise 

How to Support Our Programs: There are multiple ways 
you can support the work that LifeCare Alliance does 
in our community every day. You can make an annual or 
one-time gift to any of our programs—or to the LifeCare 
Alliance general fund. Others have included us in their 
planned giving strategies. If you would like to make a 
gift, you can do so online at lifecarealliance.org/donate 
or by contacting Rebecca Hurd, Senior Vice President of 
Advancement, 614-437-2867.

Connect with LifeCare Alliance
1699 West Mound Street, Columbus, OH 43223
614-278-3130
Lifecarealliance.org
lifecarealliane.org/donate
lifecarealliance.org/volunteer 
lifecarealliance.org/referral
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn & Twitter

President & CEO: Charles W. Gehring
Email: info@lifecarealliance.org 

Senior Vice President of Advancement: Rebecca Hurd
Email: rhurd@lifecarealliance.org 

Board Chair: Erin A. Kelley Shannon

LIFECARE ALLIANCE
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Who We Are: Local Matters’ mission is to build healthier 
communities through food education, access, and advocacy. 
We lead hands-on programming that empowers people to 
access the skills, knowledge, and resources they need to eat 
well and feed their families regardless of income. In 2021, 
we reached over 10,000 people of all ages and backgrounds 
with life-changing programs that increase food and economic 
security and prevent diet-related disease.

What We Do: Since 2008, Local Matters has been a 
leading voice in efforts to increase access to nutritious 
foods and provide hands-on food education. We work in 
partnership with other nonprofits, businesses, schools, and 
healthcare systems to deliver programming at over 100 
sites across Ohio. We help people access nutritious food 
through programs like Veggie Van, a mobile grocer bringing 
affordable, nutritious food to communities without grocery 
stores. We provide education that helps people of all ages 
enhance culinary skills and develop healthy habits. Local 
Matters oversees more than 14 community gardens that 
support this work and grow fresh food. 

Why We’re Important: Central Ohio is a prosperous area 
with a wealth of resources, but the community still faces 
significant challenges. Ohio was ranked 10 in the nation in 
2020 for food insecurity, impacting more than two-million 
Ohioans. Research shows adults with low food security 
are more likely to have a chronic illness, intensifying the 
negative outcomes associated with both hunger and diet-
related disease. High-quality nutrition education and access 
is essential for increasing food security, preventing diet-related 
disease, and empowering people to take control of their 
health and well-being. 

How We Impact the Community: Local Matters works 
everyday toward a long-term vision of equitable access 

to a sustainable food system and a world free of food-
related chronic disease. Thus far in 2022, Local Matters 
facilitated the distribution of meal kits to families through 
our educational programs, brought tens of thousands of 
dollars to Central Ohio for the purchase of fresh fruits and 
vegetables through SNAP and management of the Central 
Ohio Produce Perks program, and delivered hands-on food 
education programming to thousands of children and adults. 

How You Can Help (100 words or less): Empowering people 
to access the skills, knowledge, and resources they need to 
eat well and feed their families on a budget is acritical tool 
for decreasing hunger and preventing diet-related disease. 
Generous supporters like you bring access to fresh food and 
nutrition education--delivered with dignity--to thousands 
of families in our community. Your support helps Local 
Matters bring grocery boxes to families in need; plant and 
harvest food from our community gardens; provide virtual 
and in-person cooking classes for community members, and 
much more.

Local Matters
633 Parsons Ave. Columbus, OH 43206
614.263.5662
www.local-matters.org
Facebook: LocalMattersOrg
Instagram: LocalMattersOrg
Linkedin: Local-Matters

Executive Director: Michelle Moskowitz Brown
Email: mmbrown@local-matters.org

Development Director: Nicky Hall 
Email: nhall@local-matters.org

Board Chair: Katie Burgess

LOCAL MATTERS 
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Who We Are: Magical Moments Foundation is the only 
wish granting public charity that serves children with facial 
differences, those that are the result of genetic differences 
and rare disorders, congenital anomalies, trauma, burns, or 
cancer treatment. We work together with children and their 
families to create magical adventures and experiences that 
provide comfort, inspiration, and encouragement to children 
that face the world with a difference and that endure the 
long-lasting pain and emotional scars of teasing, bullying, 
and appearance-related stigma. We make children’s dreams 
a reality and bring smiles to their faces while restoring their 
sense of hope, joy, wonder, and empowerment.

What We Do: We create magical experiences that teach 
children that they are not limited by their appearance but 
only by the size of their dreams.  Each child’s unique story, 
their wish, and the impact of the wish on their overall spirit 
receive consideration.  Once a child is selected to receive a 
magical moment, we craft a meaningful experience to create 
memories to last a lifetime.  Our wishes have connected 
children with professional and Olympic athletes, Grammy 
award-winning artists, and celebrity chefs and have allowed 
them to go behind the scenes in the movie, restaurant, and 
automobile industries and much more!  

Why We’re Important: In a world that values appearance, 
children with facial differences often endure the pain of 
teasing, bullying, staring, and isolation . . . all of which can 
leave emotional scars that last a lifetime.  Many such children 
grow up in a world that tells them that, because of their 
differences, their dreams must be smaller than those of other 
children . . . that there are things that they cannot do and that 
they cannot be. The magical moments that we create teach 
children to see the beauty in themselves and inspire them to 
fulfill their full potential.    

How We Impact the Community: Through the work 
that we do, we not only to make a difference in the lives 
of children growing up with facial differences, but we also 
increase community awareness of the lifelong harm caused 
by appearance-related stigma.   By sharing our children’s 
stories and those of the magical moments we create, Magical 
Moments Foundation promotes widespread acceptance of 
facial diversity within our community and allows everyone to 
celebrate the true beauty of all children.

How You Can Help: We value partnerships, but more 
importantly, we value relationships. Together, we can change 
the way that the world sees difference and to help children 
with facial differences understand that they are both beautiful 
and limitless!  Get involved and help make children’s dreams 
come true as a Magical Moments volunteer or ambassador.  
Help create magical moments through the kindness of a gift, 
a memorial or honorary sponsorship, an in-kind donation, 
or planned giving . . . or create your own magic by hosting a 
Magical Moments fundraiser or a Piles for Smiles yard sale!  
More information is available on our website.

Magical Moments Foundation
PO Box 3394, Dublin, Ohio 43016
614.427.3036
www.magicalmomentsfoundation.org
Link for donations: magicalmomentsfoundation.org/donate
www.facebook.com/Magical-Moments-Foundation 
 -103839628036613
www.instagram.com/magical_moments_foundation

Executive Director: Krista Schrader
Email: info@magicalmomentsfoundation.org

Board Chair (Optional): Richard Kirschner, MD

MAGICAL MOMENTS FOUNDATION

Underwritten by 
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THE NEW ALBANY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Who we are: The New Albany Community Foundation is 
helping to build an extraordinary community through the 
generosity of forward thinking, civic minded donors. The 
Foundation forms partnerships that generate resources for 
transformational investments in lifelong learning, health and 
wellness, the arts and a sustainable environment. Since 2002, 
The New Albany Community Foundation has hosted scores of 
influential thought leaders who have interacted with more than 
27,000 students from across central Ohio. The Foundation has 
championed community efforts to build the public library, a 
performing arts center, a new amphitheater and it presents one 
of the top lecture series in America. The Foundation, through 
its lecture series, has addressed timely issues such as social 
justice, mental health and civil discourse. 
 
What We Do: 
• Steward a philanthropic spirit in the community. 
• Advance strategic grant-making that benefits the 

community’s citizens, employees and students, consistent 
with the intent of its donors. 

• Provide flexible and cost-effective ways for civic-minded 
individuals, families and companies to contribute to their 
community – now and for all time. 

• Serve as good stewards of the resources entrusted  
to the Foundation. 

• To do all of this in a manner that brings people together  
and strengthens community bonds. 

Why We’re Important: The Foundation has made a positive 
impact in these areas:
• Lifelong Learning: Convened public and private  

support to build the book collection for Columbus 
Metropolitan Library New Albany Branch. Presents one  
of America’s premier lecture series, as well as a student lecture 
series. Launched and continues to support a school author 
residency program. 

• The Arts and Culture: Led the effort to build and endow 
the Jeanne B. McCoy Community Center for the Arts 
and the recently opened Charleen & Charles Hinson 
Amphitheater. Supports several arts organizations 
enriching lives in the community. 

• Health and Wellness: Founded New Albany’s  
Safety Town program. Helped convene Healthy  
New Albany, which includes a farmer’s market, 
community garden, New Albany Walking Classic and 
many more health focused programs. 

• Environmental Sustainability: helped fund the original 
planning for Rose Run Park, which serves as an 
environmental science lab for students and helped fund the 
Easton E3 Learning Lab to enrich environmental and STEM 
learning on the school campus. 

How We Impact the Community: The Foundation has: 
• Awarded over 22 million in grants to area not-for-profit 

organizations that enrich lives in the areas of lifelong learning, 
health and wellness, the arts and a sustainable environment. 

• Facilitated more than 27,000 central Ohio students 
interacting with some of the most influential thought leaders 
of our time through The New Albany Lecture Series. Speakers 
have included David McCullough, Condoleezza Rice, Doris 
Kearns Goodwin, Mariel Hemingway, Dr. Sanjay Gupta, 
Glenn Close, Gen. David Petraeus, Patrick Kennedy, Colin 
Powell, Madeleine Albright Michael Phelps and more. 

• Hosted more than 45,000 central Ohioans of all ages who 
interact with accomplished authors, diplomats, health 
advocates and others through The New Albany Lecture Series 
and Remarkable Evening. Presenters have included George 
W. Bush, Bill Clinton, Tony Blair, Condoleezza Rice, Wendy 
Wasserstein, Thomas Friedman, David Brooks, Jon Meacham, 
Colin Powell and more. 

How You Can Help: The Foundation is committed to 
promoting lifelong learning , civil discourse, community 
dialogue and a greater understanding on timely issues. You 
may donate to any fund with The New Albany Community 
Foundation by contacting Craig Mohre at 614-939-8150 or to 
learn more about the Foundation’s work: 

The New Albany Community Foundation 
220 Market Street, Suite 205, New Albany, Ohio 43054
614-939-8150
newalbanyfoundation.org  
Donations: newalbanyfoundation.org/give
Facebook: facebook.com/TheNewAlbanyCommunityFoundation
Twitter: @newalbanyfdtion
YouTube: New Albany Community Foundation
Instagram: @newalbanyfdtion

President: J. Craig Mohre, President
Email: craigmohre@newalbanyfoundation.org

Board Chair: Everett Gallagher
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NEW ALBANY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Who We Are: New Albany Symphony Orchestra (NASO) 
is a nonprofit community orchestra made up of professional, 
community, and student musicians, ranging in age from 
12-76 years old. Founded in 2007 by New Albany resident 
and violist Heather Garner and led by Maestro Luis Biava, 
the 85-piece orchestra performs concerts year-round in the 
beautiful Jeanne B. McCoy Community Center for the Arts 
and the Charleen and Charles Hinson Amphitheater located 
in the heart of New Albany. Under the NASO umbrella, the 
New Albany Symphony Chorus made its debut in 2019, and 
is now 75 voices strong.

What We Do: 
• We present high level performances in a community  

setting to audiences spanning 179 unique Ohio  
zip codes and 25 different states.

• We collaborate with local artists and arts organizations  
and find meaningful ways to share the same stage,  
because we are all stronger together.

• We break barriers associated with classical music and 
offer free sensory-friendly concerts designed especially 
for those on the autism spectrum, in the dementia/
Alzheimer’s community, families with young children, or 
anyone desiring a more relaxed concert style.

• We shape the next generation of artists and give students 
the opportunity to perform alongside professionals in 
the field.

Why We’re Important: Music, if done the right way, is 
a connector. NASO connects professional and student 
musicians on stage and strives to make classical music 
accessible for all audiences. Live music sparks innovation 
and creativity in those who experience it and regular 
exposure, whether on stage or in the audience, allows us all 
to think bigger, be better, have empathy and compassion, 
and use our minds to solve the world’s most complex 
problems. NASO provides memorable musical moments 
that open the doors of possibility for our youth, our 
memory care attendees and our friends and neighbors, 
within a welcoming community setting.

How We Impact the Community: We’ve accomplished a 
lot together since our founding 15 years ago, from our many 
collaborations with area arts partners, our wonderful guest 
artists who have visited our community, our sensory friendly 
programming, our student concerto competition, our July 
4th 5K race, holiday gift basket fundraiser and Kentucky 
Derby gala. NASO brings us all together - regardless of age, 
economic status, ethnicity, or cultural background. 

How You Can Help: NASO is happy to customize your 
individual interests with our organizational goals. Please 
contact Heather Garner at hgarner@newalbanysymphony.
com or 614-323-1237 for a personalized donor meeting. 
Ready to join the NASO donor family now ? Visit 
newalbanysymphony.com and click “Support.”
• Endow a Chair $75,000
• Sponsor a Symphony Series concert: $5,000+ 
• Sponsor the Itzhak Perlman concert $5,000+
• Sponsor a Sensory-Friendly concert: $2,500+
• Sponsor a Student Musician: $350
• Become a Donor: $100+
• Advertise in our Season Program
• Donate an item for the Gift Basket Fundraiser/ 

Derby Gala
• Purchase a subscription
• Join our Friends of NASO volunteers (free!)

New Albany Symphony Orchestra
P.O. Box 332, New Albany, Ohio 43054
614.323.1237 
newalbanysymphony.com
Link for donations: newalbanysymphony.com/donate-now
Facebook:  @NASymphony
Instagram: New Albany Symphony 
LinkedIn:  New Albany Symphony Orchestra

Executive Director:  Heather Garner
Email:  hgarner@newalbanysymphony.com

Board: newalbanysymphony.com/board-of-directors

Underwritten by 
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Who We Are: At the OSUCCC – James, our vision is to 
create a cancer-free world, one person, one discovery at a time. 
This underlies everything we do in working to eradicate cancer 
through research that translates to innovative and highly 
targeted patient care. The OSUCCC – James is one of only 
51 comprehensive cancer centers in the nation as designated 
by the National Cancer Institute (NCI), a designation that we 
have maintained through competitive renewal since 1976. As 
the cancer program’s 356-bed adult patient-care component, 
the OSUCCC – James is ranked among America’s Best 
Hospitals for cancer care by  U.S. News and World Report.

What We Do: Cancer is no longer defined solely by stage and 
location, but rather by its biologic makeup. There is no routine 
cancer; it is different in each person. Working together and 
utilizing state-of-the-art facilities and technology, clinicians 
and researchers at Ohio State are speeding the development 
and delivery of treatments that target the molecules and 
biomarkers fueling each person’s unique cancer.

Why We're Important: With 21 floors and more than 1.1 
million square feet, the OSUCCC – James is the third-largest 
cancer hospital in the nation. We annually treat nearly 101,000 
inpatients and receive more than 667,000 outpatient visits, 
providing hope to patients and their families. Experts at the 
OSUCCC – James deliver the most advanced genomic-driven 
treatment options while also accelerating the pace of research 
discoveries by integrating translational research labs on the 
same floors where patient care takes place. Highlights include 
a dedicated early-phase clinical trials unit, a state-of-the-art 
surgical center and an above-ground radiation therapy center.

How We Impact the Community: The OSUCCC – James 
has more than 200 oncologists, each of whom specializes 
in one type of cancer. That expert sub-specialization leads 
to more productive integration with cancer research and, 
ultimately, to better outcomes. We manage hundreds of cancer 
clinical trials, many of which are initiated by OSUCCC 

– James investigators. Our genetic- and molecular-based 
research (precision cancer medicine) helps us understand each 
patient’s unique cancer, and to develop and deliver the targeted 
therapy that leads to better outcomes, fewer side effects and 
more hope. We also are at the forefront of immunotherapy, the 
next frontier of cancer treatment.

How You Can Help: Your support is crucial to the lifesaving 
work done by researchers and clinicians at the OSUCCC 
– James. Our world-renowned researchers, oncologists, 
specialists, nurses and staff work tirelessly each day toward 
our shared vision of a cancer-free world. With your help, we 
can further the research and discoveries being made to better 
prevent, detect, treat and cure cancer.

The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center 
– James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research Institute 
(OSUCCC – James)

460 W. 10th Avenue, Columbus, OH 43210
800-293-5066
cancer.osu.edu
Donations direct: give.osu.edu/James
facebook.com/OSUCCCJames
twitter.com/OSUCCC_James

Executive Directors: 
Raphael E. Pollock, MD, PhD, FACS
Director, The Ohio State University Comprehensive 
Cancer Center

William B. Farrar, MD
CEO, James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research Institute

Development Director: Jennifer McDonald
Email: Jennifer.McDonald@osumc.edu

Board Chair: Julie Sloat 

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER 
– JAMES CANCER HOSPITAL AND SOLOVE RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

(OSUCCC – JAMES)
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What We Do: Opera Columbus provides a transformative 
cultural experience through the art form of opera, reaching 
the hearts, souls, and minds of our community through 
intentionally inclusive performances that are educational, 
community-driven, and accessible.

Why We’re Important: Opera Columbus’ reputation 
for excellence and its boundary-shattering approach to 
opera places Columbus on the map as a destination for 
great opera, contributing to our city’s artistic vibrancy 
and reputation and drawing attention from across North 
America and beyond.

How We Impact the Community: Opera Columbus 
is dedicated to being part of healing art experiences 
within our community, with opera productions that 
range from classic to groundbreaking, reaching both new 
and traditional audiences. Opera is one of the original 
storytelling art forms and can create essential dialogue 
about how our community can be stronger together. 
Opera Columbus reaches nearly 15,000 individuals in a 

traditional year through our mainstage productions and 
community and educational programs.

How You Can Help: Try opera! Check us out at a Party 
Series event or performance in 2022-2023. Your ticket 
purchase or donation will ensure our work to create 
transformative experiences through opera continues.

Connect with Opera Columbus
55 E. State St., Columbus, OH 43215
614.461.0181
www.operacolumbus.org
Donate: my.cbusarts.com/donate/q/operacolumbus
 
General Director + CEO: Julia Noulin-Mérat

Development Director: Jessica Morris
Email: jmorris@capa.com

Board Chair: Femi Adeyanju

OPERA COLUMBUS
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Who We Are: PrimaryOne Health is one of the oldest and 
largest non-profit health care providers in Ohio, providing 
integrated health services in Franklin and Pickaway 
counties. As a Federally Qualified Health Center, we have 
12 health centers and 4 mobile health centers. It is our 
mission to provide access to services that improve the health 
status of families—including people experiencing financial, 
social or cultural barriers to healthcare.

What We Do: PrimaryOne Health consists of a group 
of highly trained medical professionals committed to 
promoting the health and well-being of all individuals 
and families in the Central Ohio community. Working 
to provide access to services to improve the health status 
of families, PrimaryOne Health offers comprehensive 
primary care, OB-GYN, pediatric, vision, dental, behavioral 
health, nutrition, pharmacy, physical therapy, outreach, 
healthcare for the homeless programs, specialty care services 
and transportation to over 44,000 patients. According to 
the Health Resources Services Administration (HRSA), 
approximately 1 in 11 people in the United States rely on 
Federally Qualified Health Centers for care. 

Why We’re Important: We are important as we provide 
health care for patients that need it most, underserved and 
low-income areas where patients are not able to afford the 
care they need. Our health centers are the backbone and 
safety net of the health care system for the economically 
disadvantaged in urban and rural areas we serve. We provide 
access and necessary care to medically underserved and 
vulnerable populations, including the uninsured and those 
living below the poverty level. We care for the poor, elderly, 
or uninsured—ultimately helping to improve the overall 
health of the communities that rely on us. 

How We Impact the Community: We provide health 
care to people that have no insurance. We provide 

Medicare beneficiaries with crucial, preventive primary 
health services such as immunizations, visual acuity and 
screenings. We qualify for federal funding and enhanced 
reimbursement from Medicare and Medicaid to offer 
sliding fee scale discounts and no cost health services and 
medications. We were critically important during the 
COVID-19 Public Health Crisis providing more than 
40,000 Covid-19 tests and 30,000+ vaccines on the front 
lines. We are pivotal in providing addiction treatment in 
combatting the nation’s opioid crisis. We improve health 
outcomes while reducing unnecessary hospitalizations and 
lowering costs. 

How You Can Help: You can go to PrimaryOneHealth.
org and donate throughout the year. You can support our 
annual philanthropy program (Healthcare Justice Awards 
and Scholarships) by becoming a sponsor. You can provide 
donated gifts and in-kind services.

PrimaryOne Health
2780 Airport Drive, Columbus, OH 43219
614.645.5500
primaryonehealth.org
Direct link for donations: interland3.donorperfect.net/
 weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=E355972&id=3 
@PrimaryOneHealth on Instagram and Facebook
@primary1health on Twitter, 
/PrimaryOne-health on LinkedIn, 
PrimaryOne Health on YouTube

Executive Director: Charleta B. Tavares
Email: charleta.tavares@primaryonehealth.org 

Development Director: Susan Brewer
Email: susan.brewer@primaryonehealth.org 

Board Chair: Emily Fisher

PRIMARYONE HEALTH
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RECREATION UNLIMITED FOUNDATION
Who We Are: Founded in 1958, Recreation Unlimited 
Farm and Fun (Recreation Unlimited) is a 501(c)3 not-
for profit organization serving individuals with physical 
and developmental disabilities and health concerns 
and supported through the development efforts of the 
Recreation Unlimited Foundation. The mission of 
Recreation Unlimited is to provide year-round programs 
in sports, recreation and education while building self-
confidence, self-esteem and promoting positive human 
relations, attitudes, and behaviors. The Recreation 
Unlimited campus is housed on 195-acres, 35 minutes 
northeast of Columbus. We have worked very hard to make 
Recreation Unlimited a dream come true for individuals 
with disabilities and health concerns! 

What We Do: 2022 has been a challenging year. However, 
we worked very hard to raise funds through gifts and 
grants to continue our mission of serving individuals 
with disabilities and health concerns through Summer 
Residential Camps, Summer Day Camps and Year-Round 
Respite Weekend Camps. Recreation Unlimited is one of 
the largest providers in the state of Ohio serving individuals 
with disabilities and health concerns in the area of sports, 
recreation and education. Recreation Unlimited is an ACA 
(American Camping Association) accredited camp, an 
Ohio Medicaid waiver provider and licensed through the 
Delaware County Health Department.

Why We’re Important: We have always strived for our 
organization to be the "best of the best"...performing our 
mission at a first-class accessible campus, with quality 
programs and a service team second to none. Recreation 
Unlimited is still one of the largest providers in the state 
of Ohio serving individuals with disabilities and health 
concerns through sports, recreation and education with 
the most comprehensive program offerings. This is 
fulfilled on a 195-acre accessible campus through a safe, 
fun and challenging manner.

How We Impact the Community: To fulfill the following 
outcomes for the individuals and families that we serve.

• To fully develop their knowledge and physical abilities 
in selected sports and recreational activities adapted to 
their individual needs.

• To educate campers about the natural environment.
• To utilize social settings to promote positive  

human relations, attitudes, and behavior among 
campers and their typical siblings.

• To challenge the individual in a fun,  
and safe environment.

• To position campers to achieve success in the least 
restrictive environment.

• To offer respite services for families with 24/7 care  
of an individual with a disability or health concern.

How You Can Help: Any donation to our camps, medical 
supplies (PPE) and camper scholarship fund, would help 
so that we are in a great position to continue our mission 
of sports, recreation and education for individuals with 
disabilities and health concerns now and into the future. 
Recreation Unlimited relies significantly on the generosity 
of many dedicated benefactors through fund raising 
activities that include corporate sponsorships, special events, 
direct mail, grants, endowed scholarships, construction 
support, planned gifts/bequests. For more information, 
please review our web site at www.recreationunlimited.org 
or e-mail info@recreationunlimited.org. 
 
Recreation Unlimited Foundation
7700 Piper Road, Ashley, Ohio 43003
740.548.7006
www.recreationunlimited.org 
Direct link for donations: columbusfoundation.org/ 
 the-giving-store/nonprofit-directory-listing/
 RecreationUnlimitedFoundation/128
www.facebook.com/recreationunlimited

Executive Director: Paul L. Huttlin
Email: info@recreationunlimited.org

Development Director: Paul L. Huttlin
Email: info@recreationunlimited.org

Board Chair: Charles Ruma

Underwritten by 
LEXUS OF DUBLIN & EASTON
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STAR HOUSE

Who We Are: Star House is a social service agency that 
operates Central Ohio's only drop-in center for youth, ages 
14-24, who are experiencing homelessness. In addition, 
along with Finance Fund and the Columbus Metropolitan 
Housing Authority (CMHA), Star House operates Carol 
Stewart Village—a neighborhood for young adults, ages 
18-24, with on-site programs and services. Since 2006, 
Star House has used a multi-step, trauma-informed service 
model proven effective in providing youth experiencing 
homelessness, ages 14-24, with a chance to thrive.

What We Do: At Star House’s drop-in center, youth 
experiencing homelessness are provided access to food, 
clothing, hygiene items, laundry facilities, showers and a safe 
place to be. Beyond basic needs, our clinical team provides 
therapy and case management, and partner agencies provide 
on-site and community-based access to stabilizing resources, 
such as housing, transportation, health care, employment, 
education, addiction services, legal aid, government 
benefits, ID cards and more. Our housing village, Carol 
Stewart Village, offers 62 efficiency apartments and on-site 
access to transitional jobs, education, health care and 
social connections through mentorships, peer support and 
community engagement options.

Why We’re Important: Since 2006, Star House has used a 
multi-step, trauma-informed service model proven effective 
in providing homeless youth, ages 14-24, with a chance to 
thrive. This proven model is built upon the principles of 
accepting youth experiencing homelessness for who they 
are, providing as few barriers to entry of the drop-in center 
as possible and maintaining unconditional positive regard 
for each youth. Our patient, relational philosophy allows us 
to serve as a reliable launchpad to stability.

How We Impact the Community: In Columbus, the 
average young person becomes independent from family 
at age 24. Most practice adulthood with the safety net 
of family. However, over the course of a year, more than 
3,000 youth in Franklin County, ages 14-24, fall into 
homelessness. They have no place to call home and have 
too often been orphaned, ostracized and abused by the 
adults in their lives. Youth living on the streets are at a 
higher risk for PTSD, human trafficking and even death. 
In the midst of this despair, Star House provides safe 
respite and a chance to thrive.

How You Can Help: There are many ways you can join our 
mission and support youth experiencing homelessness. For 
instance, you can make a monetary donation at starhouse.
givingfuel.com/donate; donate new and unused items for 
guests, such as clothes, shoes, hygiene items, backpacks 
and sleeping bags; and volunteer in our warehouse by 
receiving, sorting and organizing donated items.

Star House
1220 Corrugated Way, Columbus, OH 43201
614.826.5868
Starhouse.us
Facebook: @StarHouseColumbus
Instagram: @StarHouseColumbus
Twitter: @StarHouseCbus
LinkedIn: Star-House-Columbus

Executive Director: Ann Bischoff

Development Director: Brittany Stricklen-Hillyard
Email: bhillyard@starhouse.us

Board Chair: Natalie Furniss, Senior Vice President, 
P&C Legal - Nationwide
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WELLINGTON

Who We Are: At Wellington, innovation meets humanity. 
Our 700 students, from three-year-olds to twelfth graders, 
thrive as part of a community where passion-driven learning 
is guided by students’ interests. As the first independent, 
coeducational school in Columbus, we’re curious, innovative, 
and not afraid to fail. 

What We Do: We help students find their purpose and realize 
their potential for tomorrow's world by welcoming curiosity, 
cultivating passion, and embracing a diversity of thought 
and experience. Our approach to education is agile, active, 
and personal, taking cues from the evolving world around us.

Why We’re  Important :  We bel ie ve that  a  strong 
community is a diverse one, rich with varying viewpoints 
and experiences. Wellington brings a unique approach 
to the diverse education ecosystem in Columbus - one 
that engages the whole student, builds a solid academic 
foundation, and ignites individual passions.

How We Impact the Community: We know that listening 
and learning narrows our differences and broadens our 
understanding, so we empower students of all ages to 
contribute meaningfully to their communities through 
local service projects and global learning opportunities. 
Through this, we are helping to shape the future leaders of 
Columbus and the world.

How You Can Help :  Well ing ton is  rooted in an 
entrepreneurial and philanthropic spirit. The support of 
generous friends and community members have a positive 
impact on our school every day. Every dollar gifted to 
Wellington not only powers the important work of today, 
it helps build the path that guarantees our future. In 
addition to philanthropic giving, we are always seeking 
partnerships and opportunities with local businesses, 
service organizations, and research institutions to further 
enhance our academic curriculum. 

The Wellington School
3650 Reed Road Columbus, OH 43220 
614.457.7883
wellington.org
Direct link for donations: wellington.org/give
Instagram @thewellingtonschool
Facebook @TheWellingtonSchool
Twitter @WellingtonJags
 
Head of School: Dr. Jeff Terwin

Development Director: Laurie Beth Sweeney

Board Chair: Ted Manley








